
Harvest Festival  30 September 
 
The Harvest Festival Service was held at 
Chelmsford Cathedral which is an   amazing   
building with a great choir, and a lovely and at 
times thunderous organ. The service was   
organised by the Dean and Chapter and      
supported by the Society,  RABI, FCN and the 
NFU. 

The service was in the format of a Choral    
Eucharist.  The Bishop of Chelmsford, the Rt 
Rev’d Stephen Cottrell gave a forthright, well 
informed and supportive sermon, the EAS 
president and James Hawkes, NFU Chairman, 
read lessons. Thanks to those who so        
beautifully decorated the cathedral with fresh 
flowers and harvest produce. 

Finally thanks to Peter Hickling, RABI Essex 
Secretary, who also led the prayers of         
intercession, and all who helped make the 
harvest festival a worthwhile and uplifting   
occasion. 

Welcome to Issue 20 of the Essex Agricultural Society Newsletter 
 

Rural Question Time  
Thursday 25 October  

The evening was kindly sponsored by 
‘Barclays Bank’ and ‘Birketts - Solicitors’. 

The panel for the evening was: 

Christina Willett                 Arable farmer  

Martin Refearn                  Barclays Bank 

Jim Barker McCardle  Chief Constable of 
               Essex 

Stuart Bosworth               Pig farmer  

Guy Smith                            Chairman 

Dan Squier posed the first question ‘50 
years ago I started my studies at Writtle 
College, what changes do the panel        
envisage over the next 50 years’?  The    
answers mainly related to cost savings and 
the    increased use of technology. 

The second question was aimed at the Chief 
Constable and related to the   forthcoming 
election for the Police and Crime             
Commissioner for Essex and the                 
relationship between the Chief Constable, 
the new Commissioner and the Police and 
Crime Panel. 

The third and forth questions were directed 
at the farmers on the panel and were ‘Can 
farmers do more to prevent rural crime’? 
and ‘What can farmers do to reduce fly  
tipping’? 

The next question was ‘Are current land 
prices sustainable’?  The final question of 
the evening was ‘Does the tag of Essex Girl 
or Essex Man, hinder a career’? 

Throughout the evening, the chairman   
encouraged all members of the panel to 
answer each question and concluded the 
evening by thanking the panellists for their 
time and wisdom. 

The evening concluded with members    
discussing the questions over tea, coffee 
and biscuits. 
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23rd March  Ceilidh 

26th April  Quiz Night 

6th June  Essex Schools Food and 
  Farming Day 

28th June  Presidents Garden Party and 
  Long Service Awards  

17th-18th June  County Farms Competition 

21st September  Greensted Green Ploughing 
  Match 

28th September  Ongar Ploughing Match 

5th October  Rochford and County  
  Ploughing Match 
 
17th October  Lunch Reid Rooms 

20th November  EAS Farming Conference 

4th December  Stanley Johnson 

For more information please visit our website 

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex 

Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’ 

2013 Diary Dates 

Essex Schools Food and   
Farming Day  Thursday 6 June 

Plans are well underway for the 6th      
Essex Schools Food and Farming day but 
we will need stewards to volunteer to help 
on the day.  It is the involvement of those 
within the farming community which 
makes it a special and unique day for the 
children.  If you can volunteer for the day 
please contact Heather Tarrant either by 
email at: 

heather.tarrant@writtle.ac.uk  

or by phone on 01245 424113 

Rural Question Time Panelists 



Farms Competition Lunch     5 November 

The Essex County Farms Competition Awards           
Presentation Lunch was held in November at Channels 
Golf Club. Chelmsford. 

Roger Burroughs hosted the lunch which was attended 
by most of the competitors, some of their families,     
judges, stewards and many farmers from across the  
county. 

 

The competition could not be run without the kind    
sponsorship of Essex Agricultural Society, Technology 
Crops Ltd and the Essex NFU Farmers Trust 

 

Farmers Custodian of the Countryside 
Fact or Fiction                    21 November 

The second EAS and Writtle College Farming Conference 
entitled ‘Farmers - Custodians of the Countryside’ Fact or 
Fiction? was held on 21 November.  Those present        
enjoyed a bacon roll before Professor Dave Butcher,    

 

Principal of Writtle College opened the conference.   In 
the first session ‘Sustainable Intensification: Pleasing all 
the  people all the time’, Sir Jim Paice MP, with no        
ministerial constraints upon him, talked candidly about 
the farming  entity rather than a poetic idyll of green 
fields.  He strongly supported less greening in the CAP 
reform  package and stated we need to be producing 
more food!  He said it is possible to grow food and look 
after wildlife without restrictions from EU regulations. 

Writtle Lecturer, Dr Richard Cooke followed with a tour 
down memory lane showing how the cow herds of his 
youth no longer existed as economic pressure required 
larger units, making small farms unviable!   The session 
was concluded with Gils Hanglin from Savills giving the        
professional  viewpoint of how agricultural changes were 
impacting on rural issues. 
 
The second session looked at the question ‘Can the Green 

issue work on the farm’?  This session was more practical 

in context with Peter Thompson from the Game and  

Wildlife Conservation Trust showing how farming and the  
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Winners of  both Class  1 and 2  

Sir Jim Paice MP 

Guy Smith, Rosemary Padfield, Peter Thompson 
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environment can work in parallel looking at biodiversity as 

an essential ingredient to maintain the balance of  nature. 

Peter said environmental schemes played a tremendous 

part in helping to form the green and  pleasant land we live 

in alongside a thriving farming industry. Essex’s own Guy 

Smith finished the session with photos of his farming      

system showing how he manages to be conservational in 

his farming techniques with ponds,  headland margins and 

varied wildlife which are encouraged to thrive near the  

Essex coast. Jeremy Finnis  rounded the morning off with a 

brilliant resume outlining what an excellent group of    

speakers we had been fortunate to listen to:  thought    

provoking,  and stimulating!  Over sandwiches, the 2013 

conference  was already being mentioned, so book             

20  November in your diary now! 

 

Bob Champion                                  31 January 

The Society and guests were treated to a most entertaining 

and enlightening talk by Bob Champion MBE.  Fortunately, 

Bob hadn’t taken the advice given by Lester Piggott to ‘tell 

them you’ve got flu and sit down’! 

Bob was born in 1948, his father was a seventh generation 

huntsman and his mother’s family were farmers.  He      

started riding at four, jumping ladders, falling into nettles 

and started enjoying himself, missing school every       

Thursday to go hunting with his father and sister.  His 

school reports showed a full attendance record and he was 

always top in history due to his form master’s interest in 

hunting on  Saturdays!  On leaving school, Bob took an   

engineering course and went to his uncle’s farm, rode his 

point-to-pointers, and aged 15 had his first winner and    

became hooked on racing. 

With many anecdotes Bob took us through his very         

successful National Hunt career which he started with Toby 

Balding, eventually riding for many top trainers and having 

numerous winners but sustaining several serious    

injuries along the way.  Bob’s racing career took him to 

America, where in 1979 he had the first symptoms of 

the cancer which could have ended his life.  He        

returned to England to see Specialists at The Royal 

Marsden Hospital where a professor who liked racing 

talked him into having the operations and treatment 

which was in Bob’s words  ‘very barbaric’! 

Two weeks after finishing treatment on l January 

1980, Bob tried riding and returned to the warmth of 

America to help his breathing and gruelling return to 

fitness.  His first race was at the end of May and he 

then knew he hadn’t lost his ‘racing brain’. 

In 1981, Bob won the Grand National on Aldaniti who 

had also come back from injuries and Bob’s life story 

was portrayed in the book ‘Champion’s Story’ which 

was made into a feature film staring John Hurt.  Bob 

went on to become a trainer, training for the Queen 

Mother and retired in 1999. 

Bob said he has been very lucky in life and is chuffed to 

still be alive and kicking but what means most to him is 

the Bob Champion Cancer Trust which to date has 

raised £15 million.    It has a Research Unit at The Royal 

Marsden Hospital, with its own specialists and         

research laboratory looking into prostate and          

testicular cancers and now has another Research Unit 

at  Norwich. He spoke about the on going research 

and varied treatments.   

The evening concluded with Bob answering  many 

varied and interesting questions from the audience 

Writtle College has been generous and waived the hire 

and refreshment charges for the evening which has 

enabled the EAS  to donate the sum to Bob’s Charity. 
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Bob Champion                        Michael Hodge 



 

 

HARLOW AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS LTD 

LATCHMORE BANK 
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CM22 7PJ 

 

TEL: 01279 658313 

WEBSITE: www.harlow-ag.co.uk 

http://www.harlow-ag.co.uk/

