2015-16 Diary Dates

Sat 5th September  Orsett Show

Sat 19th September  Ongar Ploughing Match

Sat 26th September Rochford Ploughing Match

Sun 4th October Greensted Green and County

Ploughing Match

Harvest Festival Chelmsford
Cathedral

Sun 4th October

Fri 16th October David Starkey, Layer Marney

Towers
Mon 2nd November  Farms Competition Lunch
Wed 18 November  Conference
Wed 25th November AGM
Thurs 3rd December Bomb Disposal, EYFC

Thurs 4th Feb Essex Air Ambulance, EYFC

Sun 15th May EYF Show

Thurs 8th June ESFFD

June County Farms Competition
Thurs 30th June Presidents Garden Party
July Farm Walk

For more information please visit our website

www.essexag.co.uk
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Quiz Night 24 April

About 180 people gathered at Wickham
Bishops Village Hall for the biennial Quiz.

There were three rounds before supper, 10
questions relating to theme tunes from TV
programmes, 10 questions relating to the
county of Essex and 10 general knowledge
questions. During the meal there were 30
questions relating to chocolate bars. After
the meal there were 10 questions relating
to geography, 10 questions relating to
different sports and 10 relating to musical
shows.

John Roberts was the question master
helped by a team of ladies delivering jokers
and checking the marking.

Everyone brought lots of food and drink
and the evening appeared a great success.

The Winning Team

Our thanks go to the Quiz sponsors, Strutt
& Parker (Estate Agents), Billericay Farm
Services (Farm and Fertilizer Services) and
Thompson Smith & Puxon (Solicitors)

Essex Schools Food and
Farming Day Thursday 4 June

The 8™ Essex Schools Food and Farming
Day took place on Thursday 4 June at
Writtle College and 3,000 pupils from

Essex Schools with their teachers and
helpers arrived in glorious sunshine. Once

again, the day was a huge success and you
only need to read the feedback from both
teachers and pupils to see how much
information is taken back to school.

The event allows us all to promote British
Farming and the Essex countryside,
educating the next generation and
connecting our customers with their food.

\

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex
Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’



A huge thanks goes to all involved but in particular to our
exhibitors and farmer stewards who are a key part to the
day.

You can find out more about ESFFD and view our
feedback and photographs at www.essexag.co.uk

County Farms Competition

The judging of the County Farms Competition which is
kindly sponsored by Nufarm, Essex Agricultural Society,
Essex Members Trust NFU and Mike Porter Ag was held
on 23 and 24 June. All the competitors had previously
won their local farm competition held across the county
by six local agricultural clubs and societies with record
entries for some clubs.

The judges this year were from East of Engalnd came
from Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire and arrived to
perfect weather on Tuesday morning 23 June. The
judges awarded marks for the appearance and quality of
crops, livestock, management skills and  general
impressions. Use of capital, management, care for the
environment and conservation are also taken into
account.

On the Tuesday after their first day of judging, the judges
attended a dinner at the Bistro, Regiment Way which was
also attended by club secretaries and competition
stewards.

FARMS UNDER 700 ACRES

st

1°° Richard Scantlebury, Scantlebury Farms, Hatfield

Heath

2 M Harrington, Essex Wildlife Trust, Abbots Hall Farm
Great Wigborough
3" Peter Nott & Son, Collins Farm, Pebmarsh,

Conservation Award : Essex Wildlife Trust
Diversification Award: Scantlebury Farms

Best Crop of Wheat: E & B R Cowell

FARMS OVER 700 ACRES
st

1 P G Rix (Farms) Ltd, Lodge Farm Great Horkesley

2" Stevenson Bros, New Hall, High Roding

3" G &J Barron, Pattocks Farm, Chapel, Colchester
Conservation Award: Howie & Sons LLP
Diversification Award: Howie & Sons LLP

Best Crop of Wheat: Stevenson Bros

President’s Garden Party—Friday 26 June

Simon Marriage and his wife Jo hosted the President’s
Garden Party at Bedfords Farm, Good Easter on the
evening of Friday 26 June

It was a fine dry evening and over 160 members and
partners attended. There was lots of drink and really
delicious food which seemed never ending.

Rosemary Alexander was given a lovely bunch of flowers
for her work of recruiting speakers at a sensible cost,
Karen Watson also received a bunch of flowers for her
role as Essex Schools Day co-ordinator, and John Roberts
received a pork pie and jar of chutney as he does not
drink!

Simon Marriage and the Long service Awards nominees

Robert Stacey introduced the Long Service Awards which
were awarded to Mr William Bell and Mr Cyril Crowe.

Simon Marriage and Claire Ford
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The President’s Award was awarded to Edward Ford, the
award was collected by his parents John and Claire Ford as
Ed was not able to attend the evening as he was competing
in the 3 Peaks challenge.

County Farms Walk Monday 6 July

This year’s County Farm Walk was hosted by Richard
Scantlebury and his family at Parvilles Farm, Hatfield Heath.
Blessed with a beautiful summer’s evening, over 160
visitors climbed aboard five trailers to tour the farm.

Richard explained the structure of Scantlebury Farms and
that all the labour and machinery to farm is supplied by a
jointly owned service company with his cousin Michael who
farms next door. The farm specialises in growing herbage
seed. Richard highlighted that the UK only produces a third
of its annual use of grass seed and that some 16,000 tonnes
are imported annually to meet demands for agriculture and
amenity use. We saw three crops of perennial ryegrass
being grown at Parvilles and Richard took us through the
crop’s establishment, blackgrass control, harvesting with a
stripper header and drying.

The farm also grows Ahiflower, an oilseed for the
production of omega 3s, spring beans for seed and of
course wheat. Much of the wheat was the very yellow rust
susceptible variety Oakley which the farm was still growing
because of its high yield year on year.

The trailer ride travelled round the farm’s reservoirs where
Hugh, Richard’s father, had worked extensively in planting
reeds and rushes around the perimeter to encourage
wildlife and prevent wave erosion. At the last stop Nick
Scantlebury talked about the management of the
woodland and the choice of game cover for the farm shoot.

Upon returning to the farmyard visitors were able to view
the buildings and seed cleaning plant whilst  enjoying a

beer and hot pork roll.

The Friends of Essex Churches Trust

The Friends of Essex Churches was founded in 1951,
and was one of the first such county trusts to be
established. It was set up in response to the backlog
of repairs that had accumulated since 1939, not least
bomb damage. Although the latter was a particular
problem in those parts of the diocese now in East
London, rural churches were by no means immune.
Many had their windows blown out, at least six
received serious structural damage, and two - Little
Horkesley and Marden Ash - had to be completely
rebuilt.

That is all a long time in the past, and our grants now
help churches with more routine repairs, ranging from
repointing of stonework to complete reroofing.
Although it is probably fair to say that our churches
generally are in a better state of repair than at any
time in their history, the work is endless, and anyone
who is a churchwarden, or otherwise connected with
their parish church, will know that there is always
something that needs doing. We give grants to all
Christian churches and chapels, of whatever
denomination, in Essex and those parts of the old
county now in the East London boroughs of Barking,
Havering, Newham, Redbridge and Waltham Forest.

Many of our churches are located outside towns and
villages, with only one or two buildings near them:
perhaps a hall or manor house, or the former vicarage
or rectory, but often as not a farm. In May, on one of
our twice-yearly study days, we visited Stapleford
Tawney, where the most convenient parking -

Black Notley Church

courtesy of the Padfields — was in the farmyard of
Great Tawney Hall. A great part of the charm of
Lindsell Church is the approach to it between the farm
buildings of Lindsell Hall. The brick barns at Black
Notley Hall form an attractive backdrop to the
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churchyard. Some churches are completely surrounded by
fields, such as Beauchamp Roding and Little Canfield.

Churches and farms make good neighbours. Both have
concerns about security, and a farm - with people
constantly coming and going, at unpredictable times — can
help deter would-be burglars. Theft of lead from church
roofs has been a particular problem in recent years, and
farmers may often be in the best position to notice
suspicious activity, as they will be worried about the threat
to their own property. In a fast-changing world, and in
villages without pubs and post offices, farms and churches
may represent the only continuity in a community, even if
the altar at Harvest Festival is more likely to be decorated
with tins of baked beans than with sheaves of corn. In
response to the important role that many churches now
play as multi-purpose community buildings, we have
started offering grants for improvements (such as the
installation of lavatories, or heating) as well as repairs. In
2015, we have set aside a total of £270,000 to give away.

There are many ways in which you can help us to continue
helping our churches. For as little as £20 a year for
individuals, you can become a member of the Trust. One
of our biggest fund-raising events is the annual sponsored
Ride & Stride, which this year will be on Saturday 12
September. If you don’t feel up to riding or striding, why
not help by ensuring that your local church is open that
day, and welcome visitors? You could join our other
events, such as our study days; on Saturday 10 October we
shall be visiting Blackmore, Doddinghurst, Fryerning,
and Stondon Massey. Come to our annual Gepp Lecture:
past speakers have included Simon Heffer and Dr Rowan
Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, and for 2016
we have invited Sir Barney White-Spunner, chairman of the
Alliance. Or, if shopping is more your thing, come to our
annual Christmas Gift Fair at Hylands House, just outside
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Chelmsford, on Thursday 15 October, and solve all your
present-giving problems.

Details of all our events, and membership, can be found on
our website, www.foect.org.uk. | very much hope that you
will support us one way or another, and look forward to
seeing you at a future event.

James Bettley JP DL
Chairman
Friends of Essex Churches Trust (charity no. 236033)

TR

Clear Legal Advice

Excellence in Agriculture
Excellence in Practice

Our agriculture team provides a comprehensive range of legal

services to farmers, landowners and others involved in agribusiness.
For more details on how we can assist you please contact:

laura-pooley@birketts.co.uk | 01245 211315
leo-mcmahon@birketts.co.uk | 01245 211225

Offices in

Cambridge Chelmsford Ipswich Norwich www.birketts.co.uk/agriculture

CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIR

Thursday 15™ October 2015

at

Hylands House, Chelmsford

10am to 3pm
£5 entrance (£2.50 after 1.30pm)

Many fabulous ideas for Christmas gifts
Registered charity 236033



http://www.foect.org.uk

