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making every student’s experience at
Writtle one to remember not only for
The Society would like to say a belated the quality of teaching, but also for the
congratulations and thank you to John friendships they make during their
Roberts who stood down as treasurer studies.
to the Society in November.
After his retirement, John volunteered
The Senate of the University of Essex his time to work with Writtle Students’
had pleasure in accepting the Union and helping new and or returning
recommendation of the Academic international students acclimatise to
Board of Writtle University College to university in a foreign country, giving
award John Roberts an Honorary them tours round the city of
Chelmsford and more widely in Essex,
Doctorate Degree.
Kent and Sussex.

Essex Agricultural
Society

Honorate Doctorate Degree

In 2004 John also took on the mantle of
Treasurer to the Society and has
regularly volunteered with helping
promote education in the land based
sector through a series of our events
including the annual Essex Schools
Food and Farming Day hosted at Writtle
College and attracts 3000 children
every year.
Once again we wish to thank John for
all his hard work for us over the years
and also to Enid, John’s wife for her
help and patience over the years.

Essex County Ploughing Match
Helen McTurk
Dr John Roberts

2017 Diary Dates
28th April

Quiz Night

21st May

Essex Young Farmers Show

7th June

Essex Schools Food and
Farming Day

26th & 27th June

Essex County Farms
Competition

30th June

Presidents Garden Party

July

Farm Walk

8thy July

Tendring Show

2nd Sept

Orsett Show

9th Sept

Ongar Ploughing Match

16th Sept

Greensted Green Ploughing
Match

23rd Sept

Rochford and County
Ploughing Match

Mrs Enid Roberts

The Annual County Ploughing Match
was on Saturday 24th September 2016
John had been nominated for his at Marks Hall Farm, White Roding,
services to Writtle University College
through his nearly 40 years of teaching
business management at degree level
and for his relentless work with the
Writtle University College Students’
Union for more than 15 years after his
retirement.
Over the years John has shown great
passion and commitment towards

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex
Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’

Gt Dunmow. It had been planned for the following
week at the Rochford match but due to continued
dry conditions they had cancelled their event in
advance. So, with 36 hours to prepare, Ongar took
on the task and pulled off a brilliant day.

Malcolm Rodgers

Mrs Jane Haigh

The tractors started chuffing their way up the A1060
before 7am whilst The Essex Hunt were cubbing
nearby so it was a truly rural event in and around
White Roding. Many farming folk came to view the
spectacle and meet old friends after a busy harvest,
and locals turned out with their dogs and children
for a leisurely walk through in the stubble field on a
sunny Saturday morning, A week before the event,
in a local shop, an assistant asked if I was “The

With Ongar hosting the day, the catering was its
usual outstanding affair and 220 people enjoyed a
Posh Ploughman’s with pudding & coffee, whilst
Ongar YFC ran the bar with ease. . The Hunt
paraded their hounds around the site then parked
near the yard for a cool pint of beer and water for
the hounds. “Pace The Chain” and the “Straight
Furrow Competition” were being run on the central
isle just before the local machinery dealerships then
onto the actual ploughing classes.

41 Vintage & Classic tractors competed in 4 classes,
whilst 19 Reversible ploughmen also competed in
another 4 classes with more modern and larger
equipment to hand. From a mere 25hp Little Grey
Fergy weighing under 2t, to a mighty 12t 350hp 2016
Dealership Tractor, specific skills are required and
shown by the ploughmen to complete their
“stetches” in just 4 hours. The day ran extremely
well and prize giving came around all too quickly by
2.30pm. David Lodge from Terling swept the board
by winning both the Champion Vintage Trophy and
the Champion Conventional Trophy, whilst Malcolm
Rodgers from Gt Dunmow won the coveted
Champion Reversible Trophy – well done to both of
you!

Beth Chatto Gardens
Catharine Hutley

A most illuminating talk was given by David Ward at
the Reed Rooms, by kind permission of our
President, Martin Ritchie on 19th October.

David Lodge

Mrs Jane Haigh

Ploughing Match Lady” – when she found entry was
free and kids & dogs were welcome, she said she’d
see me there!
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David outlined the history of the Beth Chatto
garden. In 1960 Beth Chatto and her husband
Andrew built a new house on some wasteland that
had been part of the family fruit farm. They had
ambitious plans for their new garden. This presented
many difficulties, not the least being the extremely
low annual rainfall. Beth, and Andrew, researched
planting that would thrive in such conditions.
Through gifts of seeds and plants plus good
knowledge of propagation their new project began
to flourish. Beth had been an enthusiastic member
of the Flower Club movement, through this a small
mail order business began. The reputation of Beth
Chatto’s garden began to flourish and soon they
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were exhibiting, and winning, at RHS Westminster
and Chelsea.
Books and articles followed and the
garden’s appeal continued to grow. By the turn of
the Millennium the garden, and Beth, had worldwide
renown and recognition. Beth was awarded an OBE
in 2002 and the garden celebrated its 50th Birthday in
2010.

The first Monday in November saw the Essex
County Farms Competition Awards Presentation
Lunch which was held at Channels Golf Club.
The lunch hosted by Roger Burroughs Chairman
of the Essex County Farms Competition was
attended by most of the competitors, their
families, judges, stewards and many farmers from
across the county.
Andy Makings Of Nufarm who sponsored the
lunch was on hand to present the prizes
alongside Belinda Young Chairman of the Society
to the winners of the Competition.

Tracy Mackness 30th November
Tim Cooper

If you didn’t see Tracy Mackness speak then you
missed an entertaining evening from a naturally
gifted speaker with a fascinating tale to tell. How
a Romford girl went from a wild existence via a 10
year prison sentence to end up running and
owning a successful business – The Giggly Pig.
The large audience was most appreciative of David’s
time and expertise. Interestingly Beth Chatto had
been born in Good Easter only a short distance from
the Reed Rooms. A superb tea was provided by the
committee, Enid Roberts made the beautiful cakes
and meringues and Karen Watson was responsible for
the delicious scones. The cream and jam was
provided by the Cream Tea Society. A perfect end to
a most interesting afternoon.

The insight into her early life explains why she is a
good speaker, the family business was working

Farms Competition Presentation Lunch

the market stalls and a family fruit and veg shop
in Collier Row, something she enjoyed and in her
teenage years did rather than going to school.
This way of life came to an abrupt end when her
father, who was by that time divorced from his
wife, sold the business leaving Tracy, aged 16
with no career, little education and no idea of
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what she was going to do.

Queen and her family.

It was from this point that her life started to spiral
downwards. A tale of excessive partying, drugs,
abusive relationships and flirting with the criminal
fraternity as her Dad had done. Her first prison
sentence was a 3 year term for possessing drugs ,
ending a second career working for a Ford
dealership. Holloway was a shock but she came
through but on being released eventually ended
up with the wrong crowd again and a more serious
drugs bust resulting in a ten year term at the age
of 33.

Arthur has had an illustrious career at The Sun for
more than 40 years and has lost count of the
number of miles he has travelled following the
Royals around the globe. He spoke of the weeks
he has spent followed Prince Charles trekking the
Himalayas and remote jungle around the world.

The story of how she got from there to her own
business is one of hard work, taking every
opportunity and her innate ability for the gift of
the gab. Sent first to Highpoint she ended up at an
open prison in Kent with a smelly pig farm that she
grew to love. She worked hard on the farm and
her NVQs which she passed. Her thoughts of
working on Jimmy’s farm evaporated when she
worked again on a market stall whilst at prison.
Her sights were set on bigger things - her own
business. She learnt butchery at a shop in Romford
and came out of prison £22,000 in debt but with
the basics for a pig farm. She now owns the
butchers shop , a fleet of vans and a thriving
business.

It is a great story of how someone can turn things
around especially at a time when prisons seem to
be in crisis and new entrants to farming few and
far between. With hard work, perseverance and
probably quite a lot of sheer pig headedness it is
possible.

Arthur Edwards MBE
Spencer Davies

On Friday 3rd March EAS members and friends
were treated to a personal and heart-warming talk
by Arthur Edwards MBE, Royal Photographer for
the Sun Newspaper.
Arthur kindly stepped into the breach with only 48
hours’ notice after Robin Page was unable to
deliver his talk on Disappearing Africa.
There could have been no better setting than
Ingatestone Hall for Arthur to display his
world-renowned shots of our monarch including
many more intimate less known shots of the

Lord Petre

Arthur Edwards MBE

What was interesting was hearing how Arthur
taking a more relaxed approach to his work has
allowed him to create a relationship of trust,
especially with the Queen and the Prince of Wales.
The first published picture of Lady Diana as Prince
Charles’ new girlfriend was captured by Arthur
mostly by chance. The audience would assume
that Arthur has achieved much of his success of
being in the right place at the right time – hence
the famous picture of Lady Diana as a nanny in the
see through dress.
He truly has been blessed in the world of
photography with an unrivalled collection of royal
pictures.
On behalf of everyone a very big thankyou to for
the insight to what is often a private world. And
again to Lord Petre for his gracious hospitality.

