
County Farms Competition 
Presentation Lunch 

 

The first Monday in November saw the  
Essex County Farms Competition Awards 
Presentation Lunch which was held at 
Channels Golf Club. 

The lunch hosted by Roger Burroughs 
Chairman of the Essex County Farms    
Competition was    attended by most of the 
competitors, their families,  judges,      
stewards and many farmers from across 
the county. 

Andy Makings Of Nufarm who sponsored 
the lunch was on hand to present the    
prizes   alongside Belinda Young Chairman 
of the Society to the winners of the      
Competition. 

 

David Piper - The National 
Trust in Essex, Coast and   
Countryside 

On the 29th November the Society was 

treated to an extremely enthusiastic talk 

from David Piper on his work as a lead 

ranger for The National Trust across Essex 

and South Suffolk. 

David's job is more a lifestyle than a 9 to 5 
existence.  His role is very varied indeed 
and covers everything from  giving talks on 

history in conjunction with Essex University 
to advising on complex land management 
issues relating to the Trust's assets. 

The audience were taken on a guided tour of 
the fascinating range of properties under the 
Trust's control in Essex. 

Starting with Bourne Mill and its historic   
importance in the textile industry, David then 
highlighted the past events at Copt Hall 
Marshes, including a Zepplin crash 101 years 
ago, which led to a novel event held regularly 
at the Marshes, known as 'Zep Fest'. 

Danbury and Lingwood Commons were next 
on the tour and we learnt about the           
dormouse projects, a wide variety of other 
wildlife and measures being taken to         
encourage heather at this site.   

The activities at Blakes Wood were similar, 
although the focus there, we learnt, was 
more directed towards coppice management 
and the preservation of the amazing         
bluebells that the Wood enjoys each year. 

Dedham Vale and Constable country were 
next on the list and David explained the    
specialist conservation work taking place 
there, including many different styles of 
hedge laying!  He also      recounted some 
raucous goings on between the  Mallard 
ducks and the local snakes! 

Continuing the Constable theme, Flatford 
was next on the tour and some surprising 
facts about      Constable's paintings and how 
they did not always match what the artist 
saw in front of him, if he  decided to employ 
some artistic licence.   

A further property, Grange Barn at 
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20th May  Essex Young Farmers Show 

6th June   Essex Schools Food and                 
  Farming Day 

25th & 26th June Farms Competition 

29th June  Garden Party and LSA 

July  Farm Walk around winning 
  Farm 

1st September  Orsett Show 

15th September  Ongar Centenary Ploughing                      
  Match 

22nd September  Rochford Ploughing Match,  
           North Benfleet Hall 

29th September  Greensted Green Ploughing and     
            County Ploughing Match 

17th October  Desmond MacCarthy 

21st November   AGM    

February 2019  Talk 

22nd March 2019  Quiz Wickham Bishops 

For more information please visit our website 

                      www.essexag.co.uk 

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex 

Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’ 

2018-2019 Diary Dates 



Coggeshall, had a  Europe wide significance as it claims to 
be the oldest   timber building in Europe and has strong 
connections with the Knights Templar. 

The cost of conservation work was brilliantly highlighted 
by the activities that David described at Paycocke's 
House, which has been in the Trust's care since 1924. 

Moving back to the countryside, Hatfield Forest is a   
property that is not under David's direct control but he is 
very familiar with and he had some extremely interesting 
information on the range of veteran trees that exist at 
the Forest. 

Following a tour of both Northey Island and its     Viking 
history and picnicking on Ray Island, David emphasised 
the importance and diversity of the    volunteers that  
support the National Trust in their work and made an  
appeal for those who had an   interest in doing volunteer 
work to make contact with the Trust. 

It was a truly engaging talk and we are most grateful to 
David Piper for his time and effort in preparing such an 
informative tour. 

At the end of the evening Keith Davis and Teresa      
Meadows made a presentation to Rosemary Alexander 
who has stood down as Chair/Co-ordinator of the Essex 
FCN after 18years.  Keith thanked Rosemary for her     
tireless work for the FCN in the help she has given      
farmers across the    county in their time of need as well 
as liaising with other organisations and fundraising. 

 

Borne Free and the six Elsa’s  

Those that attended the Northumberland Suite in Writtle 
recently were treated to a heart-warming and passionate 
talk from Will Travers OBE, President of the Born Free 
Foundation. I am sure many of us remember the          
wonderful 1966 heartrending wildlife classic ‘Born Free’ 
staring Will’s parents Virginia McKenna OBE and Bill    
Travers MBE as Joy and George Adamson, a real-life    
couple who raised Elsa the Lioness, an orphaned lion cub 
to adulthood.  

Will gave the audience a very personal journey through 
his family’s photo archives with many unpublished       
pictures of him with his siblings and parents in the depths 
of Kenya, possibly the most rustic and wild film set there 
ever was.     

 Will reminisced with anecdotes of his mother standing 
almost shoulder to shoulder with one of six  Elsa’s ( I will 
come back to that later), whilst the crew were securely 
locked in lion proof cages, filming through the bars. The 
irony of that picture was Bill and his mother went on to 
work tirelessly to release lions from their cages back into 
the wild.  

Why six Elsas’?  Well apparently they could not get a ‘one 
lion fits all’ when it came to acting. They found one lion 
who liked water, but would not sit on the roof of the Land 
Rover. Whereas another would not walk following behind 
Virginia as she waded through the tall grasses of the   
Kenyan plains. 

In 2016 Virginia returned to the film location with her own 
eldest cub, now the middle-aged man who was              
addressing the EAS. 

Following a hundred or so stunning pictures of Will’s 
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childhood in the wilds of Kenya, Will moved on to more    
serious matters, the plight of endangered  animals in both 
the wild and captivity.  

The Born Free Foundation was formed by Bill and his  parents 
on the 20th July 1998 with a purpose to  conserve and protect 
wild animals, natural habitats and functioning ecosystems in 
perpetuity, and to end the exploitation of wild animals 
whether free-living or in captivity. 

With immense passion in his voice Will gave his    audience a 
rollercoaster ride of both success and   sadness in the world 
of animal conservation. Whilst not every  conservation   story 
has a happy ending, Will and his mother remain committed to 
promote the Foundations core values, often lobbying        
governments and landowners to change blinded ignorance 
when it comes to the  destruction of poaching and erosion of 
fragile eco systems. 

The irony is that wildlife and conservation tourism can often 
provide so much income for the struggling economies of 
many African nations over the trade in ivory, game shooting 
and general draining of nature’s natural resources. This is a 
battle that Will vows to continue to fight.  

The evening was rounded off by EAS Chair,  Edward Worthy 
directing questions to Will from the audience. Special thanks 
went to the    evenings sponsors Strutt & Parker and Gepp & 
Sons Solicitors.    
 

SAVE THE DATE  -  Helen McTurk 

Ongar’s Centenary Ploughing Match – Saturday 15th  
September 2018,High Laver Hall, High Laver, Ongar CM5 0DX 
 

As a way of celebrating, we are organising a display  
“Ploughing Thru The Ages” with fine examples of  machinery 
dating to the 1910’s  and show how the plough has evolved, 
with an entry from each decade.  Information gleaned from 
The Essex Records Offices has helped us trace back an exten-
sive list of venues over the years, and our own records show 
that things haven’t really changed that much! 

Come and join Ongar on the day.  We hope to have 100   
machines ploughing on site which will be a spectacle in  
itself.  Horses ploughing,  2 x Steam Engines both exactly 
100 years old—and a huge Ford  FW60 +11 furrows to 
name a few will be there. 

Timetable:    9.00am  till  11.30am - Competition                                                      
        ploughing 
                        10.30am till  12.30pm – Celebration Ploughing 
                        12.30pm till  3.00 pm  – Lunch                         
                        2.30pm approx  – Prize Giving 
 
As usual, Ongar Ploughing Match catering will excel itself 
- a sumptuous buffet for £10/head, tickets only.  We hope 
that stewards, ploughmen, judges, wives and lots of local 
people will all get together in the traditional marquee to 
mark the occasion. 

For details, please contact Helen McTurk, OPM  Secretary 

Email:  opmsecretary@btinternet.com   

Mobile: 07831.38403  Home: 01279.876151   

 

Essex Schools Food and Farming Day 
Wednesday 6th June 2018 

 
Every year 3000 school children visit Writtle University 
College to discover how their food gets from Field to 
Fork.   
 
The Schools are escorted by a Farmer steward and we 
would love it if you could help.  
 
The role is great fun. 

 Guide a group of school pupils and their          
teachers around the event (you will be given a 
timetable) 

 Answer any general simple questions about food 
and farming from the pupils 

 Please note the school is responsible for the     
Children at all times 

If you are willing to volunteer or know of others who 
might be interested in helping us please  contact Heather 
Tarrant at  

heather.tarrant@writtle.ac.uk   

 or on  01245 424113  
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