Welcome to the Essex Agricultural Society Newsletter

2018-19 Diary Dates

15th September ~ Ongar 100 Ploughing Match

22nd September  Rochford Ploughing Match

Greensted Green and
County Ploughing March

29th September

Harvest Festival Chelmsford
Cathedral 3.30pm

30th september

17th October Desmond MacCarthy

21st November ~ AGM

28th November  Rural Question Time

2019
Jan/Feb Speaker
22 nd March Quiz Night
Wickham Bishops
5th June Essex Schools Food and

Farming Day

For more information please visit our website

www.essexag.co.uk

EAS’s members out on the
town (or vineyard)

Chris Trembath and his team welcomed EAS
members with a glass of traditional method
Sparkling Wine at New Hall Vineyard on
Friday 27th April. Despite the heavy rain, all
were in good spirits and ready to learn the
art of winemaking and the challenges of
running an English Vineyard.

Members were divided into three groups
before embarking on a ‘speed tour’ with a
view for each guest to become instant
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Viticulturists and Oenologists in under an
hour! Taking in three different stations with
a specialist member of staff at each; Andy
Hares (Vineyard Manager), Rasto Miklos
(Head Winemaker) and Lucy Winward
(Operations), where more samples of
delicious wine was on hand.

Andy had finished planting the 7000th vine
that evening. He explained the challenges
that they face as cool climate vine-growers,
plus described the preparation and logistics
that go into the planning of a vineyard.

The new vines were ordered the latter half
of 2016 and commissioned by New Hall from
a nursery in Germany. They selected the
varieties initially based on future projections
and then selected the rootstock that would
subsequently be grafted onto the vine.

An early-ripening Pinot Noir clone was
planted with a view to produce still reds,
rose and sparkling wines, plus Pinot Meunier
to add a greater degree of complexity to
their sparkling wines.

New Hall have the largest and oldest

plantation of Bacchus vines in the UK, and
have received many international (Silver
Sommelier Award, Decanter medal), national
and regional awards for their Bacchus wine.
Olly Smith from the Daily Mail has chosen New
Hall Bacchus as his Wine of the Week for the
past three years.

Their Winemaker Rasto had finished bottling
the 2017 vintage wines on the day of the speed
tour. He has made 41 different wines this year
including sparkling base wines, coming to a
total of over 135,000 bottles. New Hall have
been contract-winemaking for other vineyards
for many years now, which involves guiding
growers through each process of vine growing
to ensure that their fruit is picked at optimum
sugar/acid ratio for their preferred styles of
wine.

The very day of the tour they had also finished
bottling cider made on behalf of Lathcoats
Farm Shop in Great Baddow. The cider has
proven to be a great success and more of
Lathcoat’s apple juice is now destined for the
fermentation tanks!
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Lucy’s part of the speed tour was held in the
Press Room, which is the hub of New Hall,
because fruit arrives at this location in the
autumn and eventually leaves in bottles the
following Spring. Lucy explained the logistics
of organising the harvest. Each parcel of vines
is picked separately, and the decision of when
to pick each parcel is determined from
discussions between Lucy, Andy and Rasto;
ripeness, volume, weather, wine style and
labour availability are all factors on when to
pick.

Lucy also explained New Hall’s plans for
expansion. Their wine sales have been
increasing exponentially in recent vyears,
prompting the need for more stainless steel
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tanks, a much larger grape press, a new disgorging unit for
the sparkling wine, and consequently a larger winery. They
envisage their red wines and sparkling wines to be the  big-
gest area of growth in the future.

Some New Hall facts....

® New Hall was established in 1969 by Bill Greenwood, and
remains England’s oldest family-run vineyard

® Chris Trembath bought the business in June 2016 and his
daughter Becki is General Manager and is now third-
generation to run New Hall

® They grow 14 varieties of vines at New Hall, now covering
over 100 acres

® They are registered as the UK’s only National Plant
Collection holder of Vitis vinifera authorised for viticulture

And most important of all they have won the UK Winemaker
of the Year in 2013, 2015 and 2016

With glasses still in hand the guests were treated to a master
class demonstration by Sarah Knights from Chappel Chocolate
House, on the tempering of chocolate. Sarah explained the
process from the rather plain looking cocoa nut through to
exquisite finished product that she has made her living. As
Sarah handed out a variety of samples, the assembled
members were devouring her product faster than she could
explain the tasting notes.

This wonderful evening of wine and chocolate was made
possible thanks to the generous sponsorship of Graham
Harvey and Kayleigh Mackness from NFU Mutual.

Chris Philpot: Trek to the North Pole
in April 2018

Having already survived an expedition to the South Pole in
2016, Chris Philpot, decided to test himself further by trekking
to the North Pole in April 2018.

Chris was part of a team of six whose North Pole expedition
started in Longyearbyen, Svalbard. As the plane headed
towards their journey’s start point Chris was enthralled to see
the sunrise at midnight, before the plane made its  landing in
“seriously” icy conditions, with the snow falling -“nothing like
that would happen in the UK” was Chris’ verdict!

Longyearbyen is the most northern town in the world, with a
population of just 2,144, and where no births or deaths are
allowed. If you are pregnant, or over 60, you have to leave for
Oslo. It is famous for housing the Global Seed Vaults where
reportedly every seed in the world known to man is frozen
and stored. It also has a famous coal mine on the side of a
mountain and which is still active today, although all coal
travels in buckets on cables to the power station as there is no
transport there.

From Longyearbyen a Russian helicopter took them to Camp
Barneo, a place 89° North, but unfortunately this turned out
to be too far north so they then had to make a 2 hour trip
further South to make sure they covered their full distance.

The trek across the sea ice to the North Pole was carried out

over 7 days in temperatures averaging -30°C. Chris talked us
through the clothing requirements for the trip, particularly as
all parts of the body had to be covered to prevent frost bite.
The air was very damp and it was very difficult to keep dry. Chris
also talked about the one person in the group who stood out
for him. Chris described Rune as his ‘hero’ - a quiet and
unassuming man, even though he had crossed both the North
and South Poles on skis, unsupported.

Chris described the snow as “all different shades of blue and
white”, with the newest snow being the whitest. The noise of
ice cracking and moving all around them was not insignificant
and they encountered two large icebergs, a rare sight so far
North. The view from the top of these icebergs was amazing
and the scenery immense.

Chris told us how surprised they all were to find that, according
to the compass reading at the end of the trip compared to the
start, Camp Barneo had moved about 24 miles during the
course of the seven days it took them to get to the North Pole
and back.

At the end of the trip the Russian helicopter came to pick them
up and it was a door to door service, literally, as it landed
almost right on top of them! Chris reported that Russia is
becoming very keen to run trips to the North Pole and rumour
has it that one multi-millionaire, a purported friend of Vladimir
Putin, went by submarine to the Pole to plant a Russian flag!

Over the course of this trip Chris has raised just over £13,000 for
the Essex Air Ambulance and Prostate Cancer through his ‘just
giving’ page and other sponsors and is extremely thankful to all
who supported him.

Essex Schools Food and Farming Day
6th June 2018

Karen Watson

On Wednesday 6th June, we hosted our 11th Essex Schools
Food and Farming Day at Writtle University College. The
weather was perfect, and we have received wonderful
feedback from the schools who attended.

For many of the children it is their first experience of farm life,
giving them an opportunity to see livestock up close, hear the
thunderous roar of a combine harvester and taste farm
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produce after learning of its journey from field to fork.

For the second year running a Scarecrow competition was run
with all the schools taking part. The Scarecrow need to be
linked to the curriculum and the entries were truly amazing
and diverse and gave our judges Philip Wilson and Professor
Tim Middleton a hard task in selecting the final 3. The winners
were Birch Hall Primary Who received a £250 worth of Garden
equipment, second place went to Northwick Park who receive
£100 in Garden Vouchers and 3rd went to Down Hall Primary
Who received £50 of vouchers. Philip and Tim also awarded a
commendation prize of £40 to Endeavour School.

Many thanks go to our wonderful Farmer Stewards who give
up their time to guide the children around the showground,
and to all our exhibitors who do such an excellent job
facilitating hands on activities and imparting knowledge with
the children.  The event not only gets our young visitors
thinking about how their food is produced, but gives them an
insight into farming and the industry related jobs.

Since our first schools day in 2008, over 33,000 children have
had the opportunity to be part of this educational experience.

That is certainly something everyone involved in putting the
day together should be proud off.

2018 was my last year as Event Organiser, and | would like to
thank the wonderful Steering Group, and everyone who has
helped put this magnificent day together.

County Farms Competition 25 -26
June

The 2018 Essex County Farms Competition was held on 25™

and 26™ June with farms competing across the County. The
Judges who came from Suffolk arrived early Monday morning
at Channels Estate where they met their stewards for the day
over breakfast before setting off on the long drive around the
county.

After an exhausting 2 days of judging in perfect weather the
results for the Farms Competition were:

ISSUE 31

FARMS OVER 700 ACRES

1** Schwier Farms, Nether Hall, Moreton

2" Hamford Farming, Dairy House Farm, Little Clacton
3™ Tritton Farming Partnership, Lowleys Farm, Gt Leighs
Conservation Award: Angus Crowther, Tuffen Hall
Diversification Award: Schwier Farms, Nether Hall

Best Crop of Wheat: Hamford Farming

FARMS UNDER 700 ACRES

1* Kit Speakman (Braxted) Ltd, Little Braxted Hall, Little
Braxted

2" C Grimwood & Son, Tattersalls Farm, Sible Hedingham
3™ Jim McNair, Dickley Hall, Mistley

Conservation Award : Kit Speakman (Braxted) Ltd
Diversification Award: Kit Speakman (Braxted) Ltd

Best Crop of Wheat: Jim McNair, Dickley Hall

Robert and Andrew Schwier
Photo by Nick Gunn

Presidents Garden Party

Mrs Joanna Philpot, President of the Society held, the
President’s Garden Party on 29" June at Barleylands. On
arrival Members were greeted with drinks and canapes
as well as being entertained during the evening by a Bird
display given by Imperial Birds of Prey. Members also
had the opportunity to look round the lovely Gardens as
well as Farm Park and Discovery Barn before hot food
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was served. As Wimbledon was not on, the evening stayed
pleasantly warm and dry

Edward Worthy Chairman thanked Karen Watson, who is
stepping down from her role with the Essex Schools Food
and Farming Day, for all her hard work over the last 8 years
and presented her with a Bouquet of Flowers and Gift
Vouchers. Edward also thanked Rosemary Padfield as
Chairman of the ESFFD and Joanna Philpot for the evening
before handing over to Roger Burroughs who announced
the results of the Essex County Farms Competition.

Unfortunately this year there were no Long service Awards
to award and Joanna moved on to the President’s Award
where we had received a number of nominations which
had been narrowed down to 3 finalists back in April.

Presidents Award

The Essex Agricultural Society presents annually “The
President’s Award” at the Presidents Garden Party to a
dynamic entrepreneurial person in the County. The
Society’s aim is to recognize the achievement of an Essex
individual under the age of 40 in pursuing a rural business
or adding value to an existing rural business over and
above the normal farming activity.

This year the 3 finalists were Michael and Verity Sharp, Tom
Kemp and Jon Squier. The Judging panel were President
Mrs. Joanna Philpot, the Vice President Nicholas
Charrington and the Chairman Edward Worthy

The first candidate visited was Thomas Kemp who lives at
Little Canfield.

Thomas started Farm Fitness Ltd in 2017 using unused farm
open space and an old pig building on his father’s farm,
where he runs personal training programmes, group
training, corporate and fitness events.

His business has grown rapidly over the 12 months — he can
now offer two small training sessions a week to hosting
corporate events for Red Bull, Nike and Farmers Weekly,
who had almost 100 attending, with spectators from
across the country.

He has amassed many articles in prestigious magazines,
along with being interviewed and filmed by Adam Henson
for Countryfile.

He is passionate about fitness and health and has
ambitions to expand.

The second nomination was Michael and Verity Sharp, and
they live near Halstead.

Michael worked as a farrier specializing in stud work and
when he married Verity they needed somewhere to live to
store Michael's farrier equipment, and were lucky to buy a
7 acre plot of land where they obtained permission to build
their house. Together they started a 65 head suckler herd
producing for the top end butchers and farm gate sales.

In the last 12 months they have expanded the breeding
cattle by 25 and now have 2 bulls. Last winter they put up
a large cattle building and bought a cattle trailer for
transporting the cattle to rented summer pasture.

They both work extremely hard expanding the cattle
business and improving the infrastructure of the farm
whilst Michael continues his farrier business during the

summer months.
The last nominee was Jon Squier from Rochford.

Jon showed the judges around Apton Hall where they have
converted old farm buildings into a beautiful wedding
venue with 8 bed and breakfast rooms. All the facilities
have been renovated to a very high spec with stunning oak
beams, making a very impressive business venture. Jon
oversaw all of the renovations and indeed had made some
excellent light fittings himself. They have 20 weddings
booked for this summer, having only opened in March 2018
and plan 8o weddings in 2019.

The judges were faced with a tough decision, given the
quality of all three nominees, but after having visited all 3
awarded the President’s Award to Michael and Verity
Sharp . Unfortunately Michael and Verity were not able to
attend and the award was accepted on their behalf by
David Bradshaw, from the President of the Essex
Agricultural Society.

Mrs Joanna Philpot and David Bradshaw

As part of their award, a cash prize was given, and 2 hours
free advice was available from each of Gepps Solicitors,
Rickard Luckin Chartered Accountants and Whirledge and
Nott Surveyors - we would like to thank these three firms
for their continued support.

If you would like to find out more about the three
nominees, further. details can be found at:
www.farmfitness.co.uk

www.broombhills-farm.co.uk

www.aptonhall.co.uk

2019 Award Nominations are being called

for both the Long Service Award and the Presidents Award.
The Long Service Award is given to an employee of a
member who has worked on the same farm or employer
for 25 years. If you have a nomination for either the Long
Service Award or Presidents Award then please contact
Heather Tarrant.

Email: heather.tarrant@writtle.ac.uk



