
Normal For Norfolks’            
Desmond MacCarthy              
entertains EAS members at 
Layer Marney Tower. 

 

What a treat it was to spend an hour or 
so in the beautiful hall at Layer Marney 
Tower and in the company of one of 
Norfolk’s most engaging and              
entertaining entrepreneurs. Nick     
Charrington’s warm and humorous  
introduction painted Desmond         
MacCarthy as a cross between Lord 
Snooty from the Beano and Peter 
Stringfellow, very much king of his 
Wiveton Hall ‘castle’ and surrounded by 
a sea of beautiful people who have 
huge affection for him.  

Desmond’s opening comments gave us 
insight into the early days at Wiveton, ‘I 
enjoyed it when people commented on 
how cold it was’ he related proudly. 
‘Heat is not good for panelling or old 
furniture’.  

Following his education at                
Charterhouse, ensuring it was always 
Norfolk and not Narfek, he began   
turning the 17th Century Jacobean flint
-faced Hall into the diverse and         
successful business it is today. He 
warmly mused that his late father 
would have loved to have seen the 
transformation into the £1 million plus 
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turnover it has become. Desmond said 
that whilst the restaurant,                      
accommodation and Glamping trade on 
‘Shabby Chic’, he was keen to point out 
that it is essential to have ‘up market 
toilets’! 

He shared only one regret with us: he 
had not worked abroad or worked for 
anyone else, something he felt would 
have been a good opportunity to enable 
him ‘make mistakes on behalf of      
someone else and not your own family’. 

Desmond clearly has an absolute passion 
for rural life and fully appreciates how 
lucky he is to enjoy living this privileged 
existence in such a special part of the 
country. He was pleased that the         
documentary Normal For Norfolk 
showed both the upside and the     
downside of managing the countryside 
and attributed some of the production 
team’s courteous approach to the    
presence of his very elderly mother, 
Chloe, who sadly died in the summer at 
the age of 102. 

He commented on the continual need 
for hardworking people to do rural jobs 
and to work outside but recognises the 
draw of a warm and comfortable indoor 
environment. Staff at his very successful 
restaurant get the added benefit of tips. 
When asked about Brexit, he said that 
Britain will always need people from 
overseas and he hoped they will still 
come.  

Desmond explained his frustration that 
these days only bad news is seen as 
news. A good review for the restaurant 
at Wiverton Hall, written in The Daily 
Mail by the husband of Delia Smith,    
together with the positive message from 
the TV show, illustrates the power of the 
‘right sort of advertising’.  

So what next? Desmond is clearly not 
resting on his laurels and already has 
some ideas for the future including     
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26th April  Professor Patricia                      
          Wiltshire, Ingatestone Hall 
 
5th June  Essex Schools Food and 
  Farming Day 
 
24th & 25th June Essex County Farms  
          Competition 
 
28th June  Presidents Garden Party 
  Layer Marney Tower 
 
July  Farm Walk 
 
15th October  Afternoon Tea in the   
                                     Roding's , Reid Rooms 
 
20th November AGM 
 
Nov/Dec  Speaker 
 
Feb/March 2020 Speaker 
 

For more information please visit our website                      

www.essexag.co.uk 

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex 

Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’ 

2019 Diary Dates 



employing traditional methods of fertilising by using 
green manure in his walled kitchen garden. I’m sure a 
few of us will be testing out a patch of Fodder radish 
to see if it improves the crops! 

Asked about the prospects of another series of NFN? 
He said it is time consuming living in the countryside, 
especially with the shooting season coming up, but he 
hopes so...... and so do we. 

 

Farms Competition Presentation Lunch 

The County Farms Competition held its presentation 
lunch on Monday 5th November at Channels Estate 

were the 2018 winners were presented with their   
trophies.  Over 70 people attended the lunch.  

 

Rural Question Time Food Security - An 
Issue of Productivity 

On 21st November 2018 we held a Rural Question Time 
chaired by Michael Hughes from Whirledge and Nott. 
Michael was an absolutely superb chairman. He    
fielded the questions evenly across the panel and 
kept the questions flowing from the audience.  

The panel of speakers were Mark Buckingham, Paul 
Kelly, Tom Bradshaw, Richard Young and Rohit 
Kaushish. Mark is head of Corporate Engagement UK 
at Monsanto. Paul’s family introduced the Bronze  
Turkey to the UK in 1982 and they now run the        
internationally acclaimed Kelly’s Turkey Brand from 
Danbury. Tom is a farmer near Colchester and         
contract farms over 1,400 hectares of land. Richard is 
a policy director for Sustainable Food Trust, a past 
editor of New Farmer and Grower and past chairman 

of the Soil Association’s Symbol Committee. Rohit is a 
top economist at NFU and specialises in financial risk 
management and environmental policy. 

 

There were plenty of questions from the floor such as 
“If the panel members were members of parliament, 
would they vote to accept the Theresa May Brexit   
proposal?” “What measures should the UK                
government take to reduce food waste in the UK?” 
“Does the panel believe the use of glyphosate should 
be banned, limited or unlimited?” “Should the growing 
of genetically modified crops be encouraged in the UK 
and if so     under what circumstances?” 

The evening was sponsored by Birkett Long LLP and 
organised mainly by James Marriage and we are very 
grateful to them both. 

 

Michael Eavis—Glastonbury Festival 

The members of the EAS were treated to a memorable 
and enlightening talk by the founder of the               
Glastonbury Festival, Michael Eavis.  Michael              
recollected the early days of his family connection with 
Worthy Farm stretching back over 200 years.   Michael 
entered the Merchant Navy in the early 1950’s serving 
on the Union Castle line.  During this time, when       
Michael was only 19 his father died forcing him to     
return to Somerset to help with the dairy herd.  To     
manage farming and continuing to finish his National 
Service Michael was able to work in the local coal 
mines.  This was extremely hard work, but also          
financially rewarding, enabling him to build up and   
improve the dairy herd.   

During this time Michael and his first wife paid a visit to 
the Bristol Folk Festival, this gave him the idea to put 
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on a similar event at Pilton.  Buoyed with   confidence 
and some good contacts he booked the Kinks for the 
inaugural gig, at a cost of £500.  At a late stage The 
Kinks refused to play at such a new festival. Lady luck 
was looking down, and he managed to    secure a   
relatively new band, T Rex, for the same price, who 
were coming to perform at a holiday camp in Mine-
head.  Michael had the presence of mind to say he 
would prefer to have them on route to Butlins   rather 
than after!  Marc Bolan’s very large black velvet      
covered car encountered problems with brambles in 
the narrow lane approaching Worthy Farm, this was 
nearly a deal breaker, but Michael persuaded him to 
continue.  The performance was a huge success but 
the festival did not make enough money to pay the 
band, Michael thought on his feet and agreed to pay 
in    instalments.   

From those early days, the festival has grown to the 
huge and iconic summer event we all know so well.  
Michael acknowledged that fortune had played a 
great part in establishing the brand, he has stayed 
true to his beliefs that it should be principally a rock 

festival. In needing an act to play at very short notice 
for the ‘thank you event’ Pilton Party, his daughter, 
Emily, suggested a friend she knew through Oxfam, 
Chris Martin.  Michael phoned Chris to see if he could 
fill the void. They were a huge success in Pilton and 
Michael realised he had hit on something special.  
They booked Coldplay to headline Glastonbury the 
following year. This met with some resistance from 
the band’s agents who insisted that they were not 
ready for such high profile exposure.  Michael stuck 
his ground and Coldplay rose to the challenge!  The 
rest is history.  

 Almost 30 years since the first Glastonbury  Festival 

the site covers an area the size of  Reading.  The 
facilities are continually being improved and    
upgraded, but the principal music area is still sit-
ed at Worthy Farm.  Michael’s strong Methodist 
upbringing has shaped his  philanthropic outlook.  
Each year £2.5M is donated to various charities, 
one of the closest to his heart being the        
affordable housing project and local facilities in 
Pilton. All the ticketing for the festival is now 
online and the tickets are sold within 25 minutes 
of going live.  Michael insists that his first love is 
his farm and dairy herd,   principally he is a farmer 
who just happens to host the most famous rock 
festival in the world. 

 

Quiz Night 

The Society held its biennial quiz at Wickham 
Bishops Hall on Friday 22nd March.   The Hall was 
filled with 17 teams  and  our Quiz Master Spencer 
Davies did  a splendid job with the questions 
which he had prepared across a wide range of 
subjects.  Spencer  added some interesting facts 
as he went along, which informed and amused 
his audience. 

 The Tables, as is now the quiz tradition, provided 
their own Picnics which all looked very tempting 
as we walked around.  The winning table, aptly 
named “The Racqueteers”, was put together by 
Philip Ratcliffe. 

Our thanks go to the Sponsors of the               
evening:  Stanfords and Thompson Smith &      
Puxton, and those on Council who donated raffle 
prizes.   
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