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December 2022

County Ploughing Championship Match

Jackie Everitt (secretary, Essex County Ploughing)

After an extremely hot and dry summer it was debatable if the match would go
ahead due to the ground creating unfavourable conditions. After some testing of
the grounds and a nod of approval from local farmer Ken Vince, the annual
Ploughing Match went ahead without a hitch on 1** October 2022 hosted by
Greenstead Green in conjunction with Essex County Championship and was held
at Pattiswick Hall Farm, Pattiswick. The County event was kindly sponsored by The
Essex Agricultural Society, who have been supporting this event for many years.

The morning began for most with bacon rolls and hot drinks supplied by the
onsite caterers and the 16 entrants for the County eagerly headed off to their
marked plots for a 9.30am start. The tractors and their drivers were separated
into different 6 different classes according to the vehicle year of manufacturer.
= The tractors varied from 1930s vintage to new
trade demonstrators showing off the
capabilities of modern ploughing machinery.

The County Championship entries are invited to
this event based on their performance in the
local ploughing matches the year before. The
ploughing matches of 2021 were held by Ongar
and Greenstead Green clubs and the final 3
entrants in their classes were invited to enter the County Ploughing match for
2022.

The event captured the interest of residents and visitors within the County, with
or without any knowledge of ploughing. It was a pleasure to see so many young
families and couples enjoying the food, fresh air, sunshine, and the competitive
edge between ploughing entrants. There are often trade stands and this year the
Chairman and secretary invited The Farming Community Network (FCN) a
registered charity to attend hoping to raise awareness of the complimentary
support available to local farmers and their families.
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023 Diary Dates A special, complimentary meal was served to the entrants in the traditional style

11th January gIR VX/r‘li.ﬁht t:(.tSO\r;.S .I'_:td. of 3, yeS, you guessed |t,
our Mill - Site Visi R
Ploughman’s lunch to fill their ap-
15th January Plough Sunday - Thaxted . .
Church petite after a morning spent
1st February British Sugar - Bury St ploughlng.
Edmunds Site Visit
_— ) ) The awards ceremony and raffle
6th M The Of B, — E: . . .
e YFie;frr;ge SEVTEEE after lunch is the second highlight
isthMarch  Langford Treatment of the day. Chris Philpot kindly
Works—Site visit presented Mark Ray with 2 cups
23rd April Afternoon Event -Roomin and David Bolton with 1 of the 5
the Rodi . .

@ Rodings County cups whilst 6 trophies were
21st May Essex Young Farmers Show presented and kept by the winners
22nd June New Hall Vineyard visit and

tasting
23rd June Presidents Garden Party
28th June Essex Schools Food and
. 3 o . o
Farming Day The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex

For more information please visit our website Agriculture and Educatl'on in the Countryside ’

www.essexag.co.uk



of each class including their prize money. It was a real delight for Chris to present the Padfield Cup and Best
Ploughman Cup plus a trophy to a first-time entrant and under 26-year-old farmer, Charlie Jarvis. Sadly, there
has been a steep decline in the entries from young farmers over the last few years so here’s motivation for
more under 26-year-olds to show off the art of ploughing.

Shelbourne Reynolds

It was a real privilege that EAS Members were able to visit Shelbourne Reynolds in their 50" year. At just 28
years old Keith Shelbourne bought a Bedford based farm machinery company and relocated it to Suffolk
where his family was originally from. The company started with four employees making swathing equipment
for oil seed rape and pea crops.

By 1981 the annual turnover exceeded £1m and the company employed 40 staff. This decade saw the
company start making pea viners and potato equipment. The first grain Striper Header was manufactured in
3 e e 1987.  Whilst UK and European markets were
‘ difficult to crack due to concerns over the standing
straw left behind, the Stripper soon found favour
|in regions with short straw cereal types,
particularly North America and Australia.

f has now become particularly popular with growers
of crops as varied as rice and grass seed. The
average width is now 36ft with the biggest being
| up to 42ft. The company has won the prestigious
Queens Award for Export on two occasions. 90%
of the stripper headers are exported and they can
put two headers in each container.

The company has continued to diversify very
successfully and although pea and potato
equipment are no longer manufactured the current high quality product range includes the livestock feed
sector with the Powermix feeder range and general groundcare and hedge trimming equipment. All
manufactured equipment is tested on site to check it is working before dispatch.

In 2022 the workforce and turnover are 174 and £35m respectively.

The company pride themselves on making everything on site. They have a design team of 9 who continue to
evolve its product line based on customer feedback and demand. On our tour around the factory, we saw
laser cutting steel machines, robotic welders, shot blasting, powder coating and product assembly on a wide
range of equipment. The factory uses over 12ton of steel per week. They manufacture everything (!)
including gear boxes.

EAS were very fortunate to be shown around by Neil Smith (joint MD) and met many of the loyal team. The
Society was made to feel very welcome and learnt more about one of the UK’s top quality agricultural
manufacturers.

County Farms Competition Presentation Lunch

The Presentation Lunch to the winning farms of the County Farms Competion sponsored by Essex
Agricultural Society was held on Monday 13th November at Channells Estate.

The winners of the competition were:

I
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FARMS OVER 700 ACRES

1 Robert Strathern, Fairfields Farm, Wormingford, Colchester
2 Angus Crowther, Tuffen Farms, Tuffen Hall, Sible Hedingham
3¢ JD Mee & Sons, Grange Farm, Southminster

Conservation Award: Fairfield Farms

Diversification Award: Tuffen Farms

Best Crop of Wheat: Fairfields Farm

FARMS UNDER 700 ACRES

1% AJ & M Cowell, Brick House Farm, St Lawrence, Southminster
2 David Lord, Earls Hall Farm, Clacton on Sea
3 Tim Galloway, Galloway Farms, Bushes, Magdalen Laver, Ongar

Conservation Award: Earls Hall Farm
Diversification Award: Galloway Farms
Best Crop of Wheat: Peter Nott & Sons, Pebmarsh

Vanessa Frake

On December 2™, a busy Northumberland Theatre at Writtle College was host to a talk entitled
“The Governor, my life inside Britain’s most notorious prisons”.

Vanessa Frake was interested in farming from an
early age and graduated from Cannington College
in Somerset with an HND in Agriculture. After a
spell working on dairy farms in Devon, she
started a relief milking agency which ran until the
imposition of milk quotas in 1985.

Seeking a career, she applied to the Prison
Service and was posted to HMP Holloway in
North London. 16 years ensued in this all-female
inmate environment dealing with drugs, violence,
mental health and at least one escape!
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In 2008 Vanessa was promoted to HMP Wormwood Scrubs in West London, a high security prison with 1200
male inmates including Peter Sutcliffe and lan Brady. Thrust into a male dominated environment with few
female staff initially, her no nonsense approach saw her rise through the ranks to become a Governor.

She explained that two of the key threats to orderly prison life are drugs and mobile phones, the latter used to
arrange both drug deals and violence on the outside. For Vanessa a successful day at work was one where
inmates, staff and visitors remained safe and unharmed. Every day would bring unexpected situations.

The floor opened to questions, of which there were
many from the interested audience. Vanessa was

open and candid with her responses. She has now
retired from the Prison Service after 26 years, has

- written a book of her life so far and is currently
. working on a second.

Our thanks go to the Sponsors of the Evening Ensors
and Mass & Co.

In the wake of COVID-19, a new festival, EA Sustain, emerges to promote localism,
sustainability and entrepreneurship

e EA Sustain is the first festival of its kind, an environmental festival bringing together policy experts,
entrepreneurs and artists, in order to mainstream climate consciousness.

e The event will take place on 14/15 January 2023 at Firstsite, East Anglia’s premier contemporary art
museum

e Key message: Flourishing localism is key to
decarbonisation.

e EA Sustain’s programming falls under three main e
categories, Environment, Culture and Entrepreneurship, all EA S“Staln
tentpoles of rural sustainability. L @Mh_ll
e Food & Farming is a major theme of EA Sustain and EA e o

Sustain has partnered with Groundswell to co-market these
events in their programme.

e The line-up features many of the UK’s top environmental

A festival about

Environment, Culture &

thinkers and leaders including Tony Juniper (Chair of Natural En"epreneurSh'P
England), Patrick Holden (Co-Founder of Sustainable Food 14th & 15th January 2023

Trust) and Alastair Driver (Director of Rewilding Britain), with Firstsite, Colchashor

a very strong contingent from East Anglia, e.g., Jake Fiennes,
Helen Macdonald, Lord Deben, William Kendall, John Pawsey,

www.easustain.com

and Sarah Langford. @eafestivaluk
. . . Tony Juniper Lord Deben Food & F i
Ccovi D‘19 accelerated the malnStreamlng of climate :—le':anPMacdonuld g?lirickclz-lol*den MO:rine C:::;:\gmﬁon
. .. . . . ohn Pawsey imon Carter 3
consciousness by bringing nature — and our relationship with Sarah Langford  Louise Gray ft & Enpconment
Jake Fiennes John Cherry Circular Economy

it — into sharp focus during lockdown. Against this backdrop Veronica Sekules  William Kendall ~ Nature Writing
of growing environmental awareness, Joanne Ooi, environ- Lo G

. . S - Partners: Firstsite
mentalist and founder of EA Festival, a multidisciplinary ideas Groundswell

festival that launched to great acclaim in 2021, decided to TICKETS ON SALE NOW



create a new kind of festival - EA Sustain, a festival about Environment, Culture and Entrepreneurship
that will take place on 14/15 January at Firstsite, the region’s top contemporary art museum.

EA Sustain is a new kind of environmentally themed event. “No one needs another corporate ESG
conference. There are already hundreds. EA Sustain is not a gathering of nature lovers per se either.
Rather, my goal is to activate the ordinary person on the street — the consumer, the voter. A lot of EA
Sustain’s programming is centred on food and farming because food is our main relationship to the
environment and, yet, the average person is largely ignorant about the provenance, business models and
processing of what they eat. Groundswell, the pioneering farming event, is our marketing partner,
because their mission - to transform agricultural systems — cannot succeed unless the consumer demands
change at the point of sale. In order for that to happen, the average person needs to understand more
about farming systems and their downstream repercussions — on nature and public health,” says Ooi.

Environment, Culture and Entrepreneurship are all of a piece: "The flip side of decarbonisation, in the case
of rural Britain, is flourishing localism. For example, industrial farming — because its output feeds global
supply chains - instead of its own communities - has resulted in the dismantling of local and regional food
markets, all while prompting a race to the bottom. It’s not uncommon for the local farmer to buy most of
his food from Tesco instead of local suppliers and purveyors. EA Sustain is therefore not just about
environmental facts, science and policy but content and events that can nurture the preconditions of a
flourishing and self-sufficient economy in East Anglia. In addition to analysing the business models that
hold back or enable sustainability, we will host workshops like Marketing for Farmers and the ABCs of Art
Marketing. Farmers and artists don’t seem to have much in common but both industries find marketing
and monetisation very challenging. Last but not least, a significant portion of programming is dedicated to
music, art and literature for the simple reason that these art forms celebrate and bring home the beauty
of nature,” explains Ooi.

The inaugural edition of EA Sustain features a line-up that really is the “Who’s Who”’ of the Environment,
including Lord Deben, Chair of the UK’s Climate Change Committee, Tony Juniper, Chair of Natural
England, Patrick Holden, Co-founder of Sustainable Food Trust, acclaimed nature writer Helen Macdonald,
Charles Clover, author and Co-founder of Blue Marine Foundation, John Cherry, founder of Groundswell
and Jake Fiennes, author and director of the Holkham Nature Reserve. Sustainable food, circular business,
marine conservation, eco-fashion, Art x Environment, regenerative agriculture, nature writing and Bhutan,
the world’s only carbon-negative nation, are just some of the subjects covered by the weekend-long
programme.

The full programme and line-up can be found at www.easustain.com and images can be downloaded from
this link.

For media enquiries, please contact Jacki Forsyth at jacki@eafestival.com

A message from our Chairman Chris Philpot

Thank you for your continued support and membership of the Essex Agricultural Society.

Your Council have done an amazing job on your behalf over the past 12 months. We now ask for even
more of the membership to reengage and actively support EAS!

In 2022 EAS has offered two talks — Andrew Prince and Vanessa Frake, a Quiz Night, the Presidents Garden
Party and two business visits — Wilkins and Shelbourne Reynolds. In addition, encouraging members to
attend the Essex Farms Competition Farm Walk, Essex Ploughing Match, Essex Harvest Festival and
Plough Sunday. Many events have been well attended and for this we are very grateful for your support.

Dates for your diary in 2023 include:
11" January — A tour of G R Wright & Sons
15" January - Plough Sunday — more information is within the Newsletter.

1* February - British Sugar Bury St Edmunds Site visit


http://www.easustain.com
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RVXoN8fM_urPvOyMgKi5rHliRc1VzCjq?usp=sharing
mailto:jacki@eafestival.com

6™ March - Orange Bakery at Essex Young Farmers Centre
15th March - Langford Treatment works site visit
23rd April - Afternoon event - Room in the Rodings

21" May - Essex Young Farmers Show - join us in the EAS Tent to see the judging of the finalists in the
Schools Day competition and catch up with friends. This day includes the presentation of the Long Service
Awards and Presidents Award. If you have any nominations for either award, please contact Julie Fosh
foshrogers@aol.com

22" June - New Hall Vineyard Tour and Tasting
23" June - President’s Garden Party

28" June - Essex Schools Food and Farming Day (ESFFD) — | am very pleased to report there are 3,000 school
children booked in for ESFFD 2023 — we now need YOUR support to volunteer as a steward, please contact
Rebecca Halls schoolsday@essexag.co.uk

July - Date to be confirmed - Farm Walk around winning Essex Farm
24" September - County Harvest Festival in Chelmsford Cathedral, 3.30pm

October - Date to be confirmed - Essex County Ploughing Match

Many of these events are free to attend and can be booked online. Please contact Heather
secretary(@essexag.co.uk if you wish to book directly with her.

EAS Council wish you all a peaceful and relaxing break over Christmas and we look forward catching up with
many of you during the very busy
2023 we have planned!
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Supporting
agriculture, Natiiest
come rain or shine

We know that to support British agriculture, you first
have to understand it. That’s why we have over 125

dedicated agricultural managers covering all aspects
of the sector. They’re here to support your business,
whatever the climate.

yCefetra

Grain

A NATIONAL GRAIN
TRADING BUSINESS WITH
A LOCAL PRESENCE

We have an office in Sudbury where our Farm
Buying team are there to assist you. They will
look to provide you with specific contracts to

suit your requirements.

For more details, visit https://www.natwest.com/business/sec-

tor-expertise/agriculture.html Please contact us at:

Cefetra Grain,

Chilton Airfield, Great Waldingfield,
Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 ORB

Tel: 01787 728500

Contact: Darren Clark
Call: 07740 156744
Email: Darren.clark@natwest.com

Calls may be recorded

www.cefetra.co.uk

‘Cha

As one of the leading agricultural
accountants in the region, we provide
accountancy and tax expertise for
individuals and companies.

Contact Paul Short to arrange a
complimentary introduction meeting.

www.lambert-chapman.co.uk

Chartered Accountants

The Church of England
in Essex and East London

‘ Diocese of Chelmsford

All are invited to celebrate PLOUGH SUNDAY
A special service to support the farming community
SUNDAY 15 JANUARY 2023, 11.00am
THAXTED PARISH CHURCH

Followed by Essex Young Farmers’ Tractor Run, |2 noon

paul@lambert-chapman.co.uk

Tees

Legal and
financial advice for
farming families

Call us on 01279 755200

www.teeslaw.com



