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CREAM TEA

On St George’s Day 90 members and guests got together at The Room in The
Rodings (Kindly donated to EAS for the event by
Martin Richie) for our Cream Tea with Charity
Auction and Raffle and how reassuring it was
knowing it was sold out weeks in advance.

The afternoon was due to start with an outside
display by The Essex Police Dogs, unfortunately,
the weather didn’t allow for this so we had a |
very interesting talk and demo inside. W
Thankfully no unexpected items were found

during the demonstration searches!

After enjoying the Cream Tea some fantastic lots
were auctioned and raffled, the proceeds were
donated to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance £2,380.
and £200 to The Essex Retired Police Dogs Fund.
-

Much fun and conversation
continued until in the end
tables and chairs were
cleared from under peoples’
o feet as nobody wanted to
Y leave!

W The Society are most
grateful for the generosity of
the Sponsors, the
Companies and individuals

=
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Raffle lots and the scones, cream and jam.

2023-24 Diary Dates A huge ‘thank you’ to all members and guests who attended, who bid and
22nd September  Rivenhall Oaks Golf Centre  bought raffle tickets, our most persuasive Auctioneer, to all who donated and

23rd September  Ongar & County Ploughing  those who helped - we could not have done it without all your help and support.
Match, Duke Farm, Roxwell

24th September  Harvest Festival

4th October Bulmer Brick &Tile Co. Essex Young Farmers Show Julie Fosh

2nd November Life’s a Circus! Joseph &
Rebecca Fossett.

16th November - Fssex and flerts Al We were blessed with a glorious sunny day at the Essex Young Farmers Show on

21* May. What an honour to have our Lord Lieutenant, Jennifer Tolhurst, present
the Essex Agricultural Society’s annual Long Service Awards to eight members of
the Essex farming community with a combined service to the agricultural indus-
2024 try of over 310 years!!

19th April Quiz Night
Wickham Bishops

27th November AGM

¢
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~ ' ..,J‘E EAS Chairman, Christopher Philpot, announced the

- ;- award winners who were: Tony Edwards (Rix Farms),

Trevor Parks (Hollington Farms), Richard Lewis (S G

will " Ratcliff Ltd), Martyn Porter and Andrew Franklin (BFS

* i Ltd), Daniel Elsworth, Ronald Verlander and Robert
8 Smith (WH Norris and Sons).

What a tremendous achievement! Well done to all
recipients and thank you on behalf of the farming
community for your dedication, loyalty and
commitment — we really couldn’t do it without you!

o The President of EAS, Scott Norris, had an

exceptionally difficult decision to make to pick the
overall winner of the President’s Award. This award recognises the achievement of an Essex individual under
the age of 40 in pursuing a rural business or adding value to an existing rural business over and above a
normal farming activity.

The nominations were Michael Hollington (Crows
Lane Estate) for his development in the wine .
growing region of the Crouch Valley; Chris .
Ashworth  (Eastern Crane Hire) for his
development of a crane hire business and Ross | \
McGowan (Hatter’s Farm Ltd/R McGowan Ltd) for &
his development of Pumpkin experiences. All
nominees were very impressive, enthusiastic and
talented young men who are successfully leading
rural businesses in Essex. All worthy winners but
the final decision (which we managed to keep a
secret until the presentation!) was Chris
Ashworth, Eastern Crane Hire.

A big congratulations to all.

If you would like to nominate someone for a Long Service Award (more than 20 years service employed in an
agricultural or agricultural related industry or a President’s award (see criteria above), then please go to the

EAS website (essexag.co.uk) and follow the link to Awards. Alternatively, please email foshrogers@aol.com

for more details.

New Hall Vineyard

On a beautiful day in June, a group of around 20 EAS members visited
New Hall Wine Estate in Purleigh. We were met with a delicious glass
of sparkling wine before going out to see the vines growing. The
setting was perfect - it felt like we were on holiday.

They grow many varieties of grapes including Bacchus, Pinot Noir and
Pinot Meunier over 120 acres. Some of the vines were planted in 1969
and are still producing fruit. There is a lead time of over 5 years from @
deciding which variety of grape and root stock to plant to harvesting ==

the fruit for pressing. mLE

Whilst the enterprise remains family owned, there have been
significant investments made over recent years. The farmers
amongst us were very interested to see the viticultural version of a |
combine which has even won over the traditionalists as the best way |
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to pick the grapes in the Autumn.

We moved inside to better understand the production process from pressing to storing and the traditional
champagne-like production process. The science involved in wine production is very important, but there is
also an art to it. The team at New Hall use their knowledge and skill to progress wine production adapting to
the local climate. A quick tasting demonstrated to us < <
the difference between fruit harvested in different years
and the importance of vintages compared to the more
homogenous tastes we have got used to from wines -
from the supermarket.

Not many of us knew that a champagne cork starts off iri
as straight cylinder before it is compressed into a bottle. i"’
Despite the investments into a gleaming, modern §
production facility it remains a very labour-intensive
process.

The afternoon ended in a very civilised fashion with wine
tasting and a cheese board. New Hall Wines have won -
several awards and are now served in London
restaurants and cruise ships.

Thanks to Chris Trembath and his team, Lucy, Rachel & Olly for hosting us and demonstrating the intricacies
of wine growing and production. It was a very enjoyable afternoon and we also learnt a great deal about
English wine. Itis well worth a visit to both learn about and to buy Essex wine.

Presidents Garden Party

Thank you to Scott and Sue Norris for hosting the most amazing
Presidents Garden Party on a wonderfully warm evening in June. ||
Over 170 EAS  members arrived at Cow Farm to a string orchestra j§
and a glass of champagne - need | say more.... What a great way to
get a party started, drinks and canapés were served in abundance
throughout. ‘

Our President called us all to order to thank everyone for attending
(why wouldn’t you) and had great pleasure in presenting the cheque
to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance following the money raised at the
Afternoon Cream Tea. This was followed by announcing the winners
of the Essex Farms Competition - it is encouraging more farms
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entered this year — and congratulations to the winners.

There was a real buzz throughout the evening as everybody was busy chatting — our hosts were most gener-
ous allowing the conversations to continue late into the evening. Considering it was held two days after The
Summer Solstice | don’t think I’ve ever known a Presidents Drinks Party to finish in the dark before!

Personally, | would like to thank Scott and Sue for their tremendous support of EAS during the past year it has
been much appreciated by all.

Essex Schools Food and Farming Day

The Essex Schools Food and Farming Day on Wednesday 28" June was a huge success. We had 3,000 primary
school children, aged 9 - 10, from 60 schools arrive at Writtle University College to learn about the journey
from farm to fork and everything in be-

tween.

children were escorted around the ﬂ

showground by our wonderful Farmer " ‘

Stewards. The main task of Farmers g%«
Stewards is to try and keep their school to _"
time to ensure that they see all five zones % /
and to get back to their coach on time. They

are also on hand to answer the children’s ,'7/
questions. 502

As usual we had five zones, livestock, food,
crops, countryside and machinery. The

We had fabulous exhibitors in each zone,
who were ready to give the children a short
educational and interactive talk about their
exhibit. The engagement of the children’
this year was excellent, they were polite and asked some fantastic questions.

We haven’t held a live day since 2019 and it was my first live day as Chair and Rebecca’s first as school’s liaison
and organiser. We are absolutely thrilled with how the day went, helped enormously by the good weather!

I would like to thank Rebecca Halls and Heather Tarrant for all their hard work in the year leading up to the day
and on the day itself as well as everyone on the Steering Group who have given up so much of their time as
volunteers to help put on this fantastic day. We couldn’t hold the day without our exhibitors or farmer
stewards so a big thank you to all of them. We have a large amount of financial support from various trusts,
sponsors and Essex County Council which make the day financially viable and for this we are extremely
grateful.

| hope that you all agree that it is so important to educate young people about the importance of food and
farming. I’'m sure you have all heard the classic stories of “Where does milk come from? “The fridge” or
“Potatoes don’t grow on trees?” But these do highlight the huge disconnect and the importance of educating
young people in Essex about food and farming.

If you are interested in becoming involved or helping us next year please do contact me on annabelle-
rout@birketts.co.uk
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