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Welcome to the Essex Agricultural Society Newsletter
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2023/2024 Diary Dates

2023

2nd November Talk - Life’s a Circus
Joseph and Rebecca Fossett

16th November Tour - Essex & Herts
Air Ambulance

2024

18th January Tour - Marriage’s Mill

13th March Tour - Claydon Drill
19th April Quiz Night - Wickham
Bishops

For more information please visit our website

www.essexag.co.uk

Essex County Farm Walk 2023

This year’s County Farm walk was held on Monday 3™ July, our host being the
family partnership of DR Metson & Partners LLP of Pooty Pools Farm, Roxwell.
Ralph started out fifty-five years ago as an agricultural contractor and then was
offered the tenancy of Pooty
Pools Farm, Roxwell near
Chelmsford which gave the
business its own base. Robbie,
Ralph’s nephew, joined the &
business after leaving Writtle
College and together they have
continued to expand their
business as agricultural
contractors and contract farm-
ers for five different landowners
farming nearly 500 hectares.

It was at one of these contract farms Coptfold Hall, Margaretting that over 140
people arrived to squeeze onto four trailers for a very picturesque ride around the
farm. Despite the farm being heavily wooded the oilseed rape was even right to
the field edges and Robbie explained their strategy, which certainly looked to be
successful, in dealing with blackgrass since they started farming there eight years
ago. Everyone then moved to Pooty Pools to view more arable cropping, the
environmental measures that had been taken and a drive-thru the sunflower and
wildflower field. They had started growing and selling sunflowers by the side of
the road in  Writtle
over twenty years ago.
The site had been
| recently relocated
Il to Pooty Pools and Jo,
}| Ralph’s daughter
| explained how  visi-
§ tors book visiting
i online and the big
impact of  celebrity
ndorsement can have
through social media.

A good farm walk is
e ~ always finished with a
= ‘beer and a hot sau-
sage in a roll in the
good company of the many who were there. Our thanks to the Metsons for a
thoroughly informative and enjoyable evening.

Top Agricultural Student accepts 2 awards

Henry Etherington is celebrating success after receiving not one but two awards
during his graduation ceremony.
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The BSc (Hons) Regenerative Agriculture student accepted the Essex Agricultural Society's Award for the
'Best Agricultural Student' and the Worshipful Company of Farmers' Award for the 'Best Dissertation in the
Agricultural Department'.

Senior lecturer in agriculture, Henry Matthews, said: "We're incredibly proud of this year's graduating class.
They have shown exceptional ability and dedication to their subject. Henry Etherington topped his cohort
with outstanding grades and an excellent dissertation."

Henry Etherington epitomises the University College's dedication to 'putting science into practice'. He
combined his studies with a hands-on role at a farm in Suffolk, where his understanding of agriculture led to
greater responsibility and a more senior position.

Henry said: "I am incredibly grateful to have been awarded with both the Essex Agricultural Society's Award
and the Worshipful Company of Farmers Award. | would like to extend my congratulations to all my fellow
graduates and express my gratitude to the
agricultural and wider land-based studies
team at Writtle University College.

"This team has successfully designed a
course that addresses the pressing issues
in national and global agriculture, both
present and future. My experiences at
Writtle have profoundly influenced my
perspective on the agricultural industry
and will undoubtedly continue to shape
the decisions | make, as well as those of
my fellow graduates, throughout our
careers."

Henry and his fellow students are pioneers
within their sector. In 2020, Writtle Univer-
sity College became the first educational
institution in the UK to offer a degree in
regenerative agriculture. The forward-
looking course recognises the importance and immediacy of the challenges facing world agriculture and the
environments and societies in which we operate. The Class of 2023 includes the first graduates in the country
to hold this specialist qualification.

"The agricultural industry needs a new generation of skilled graduates, able to work across disciplines and
problem solve by applying new approaches," said Writtle University College's Dr Anya Perera.

"Our students are the thought-leaders of the future and are encouraged to take a progressive approach to
farming production systems that encompasses sustainable practice and responds to political, economic and
scientific change."

Rivenhall Oaks

Over 60 Essex Ag. members descended on Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club at Witham on Friday 22™ September an
excellent location and treasure, tucked away between Witham and Rivenhall. Clubhouse, golf course with
ample parking for terminal 5 and the crazy golf course.

Under the kind invite of Simon and Emma Brice we had a superb social evening. Emma had provided amongst
other welcome drinks, the most amazing home-made elderflower cordial which refreshed and focused the
mind to the golf challenge ahead.

With most attendees not familiar with crazy golf, Chris whisked us into teams, allocated clubs, balls and score
cards, and sent us out into the unknown.
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With a few metres between tee and hole most &
crazy golf balls act like boomerangs and return to
sender. We did however witness one EA member
tee off like the it was the 491 yard, 15" hole at B
Wentworth. The resulting pin ball effect from §
rock features waterfalls and other props also com- |
ically delivered the ball back to sender, and with &
no injuries. ‘

With cave tunnels, gold mines, a flowing river and
a raft to get players from the 5" to 6™ hole it was
a joy to see how much effort had been put into
making the course so entertaining. Flood lights,
waterfalls, mining wagons and there was even SR
one hole terminating in a wig-wam!

As much fun as it was, this was a competition, and
there had to be a winning team!

Back in the club house prizes were announced, the winning team was Gepps with the individual winner
Danny Carter, also from Gepps. Danny scored either a 1 or 2 points on each hole so had obviously been
putting in the hours of practise needed to deliver such a scintillating performance.

A great many thanks to the sponsors, Ellisons Solicitors and the NFU Earls Colne. Ellisons Solicitors also
fielded a team and handed out
the prizes along with the NFU
Earls Colne.

The bar was open and the
Rivenhall Oaks provided a
super spread of food. A lovely
. evening to begin the social
~ calendar after a long harvest.
Thank you to Simon and Emma
for hosting, and all those who
attended.

County Ploughing Match 23rd September 2023

This year’s Essex County Ploughing Championship Match was held in conjunction with Ongar & Essex Hunt
Agricultural Association, kindly hosted by Ben Howard of Dukes Farm, Roxwell. The Essex County Match is
sponsored by The Essex Agricultural Society and we are not only grateful for their continued support but we
were most appreciative to Scott Norris, EAS President, to award the prizes to the entrants, making the
match all the more special for us and the competitors.

The morning began with the smell of bacon rolls wafting across the farm entrance which were supplied by
the lovely onsite caterers. The ploughing entrants had just enough time to dust off the crumbs from their
breakfast before making their way to the plots, once there, a few were seen scratched their heads and
sighing at the long stubble left behind by a harvester. The area is marked out prior to the day so every
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ploughing entrant has a plot to work on, some had longer stubble to contend with than others. Unfortunately
our judges travelling from Norfolk were delayed but this gave the ploughmen more time to scratch their heads
before starting at 10am. The County has six classes in total with 1,2,and 3 being vintage and classic which is by
invitation only, whilst classes 5, 6 and 7 are open and all that’s
required is a desire to show off their tractor and what they can
do withiit.

The County’s youngest entrant was 25 year old Jack Boroughs,
now Chairman of Maldon Young Farmers Association. Jack was
up against the experienced Ken Vince and just before starting
off, words from our Chairman, Chris Hiskey, to Jack, “Ken has
been ploughing since he was knee high to a grass hopper”, with |
that Jack swallowed hard, smiled and headed for his tractor.
Chris had already asked Ken to take Jack under his wing and
help him out with advice; the judges had also decided to
support the young man that day to encourage him to entice
more of his friends to enter next year.

The entire event with Ongar had a great turn out this year and
even the looming tail end of a hurricane from the Atlantic &
bypassed the lovely village of Roxwell. It was great to see &

- friends meeting for a catch
up, people attending a
match for the first time plus
lots of well-behaved dogs
with their owners. | also J
heard a few young children asking their parents how they could win one of
the cups. Later on | spoke to a few visitors admiring the EAS cups and
picked up on feelings of nostalgia as they checked for relatives names
on cups from previous years; our oldest EAS cup, Young Farmers Award,
%4 dates back to the first engraved name in 1949!

A fantastic lunch, a visit from an ice cream van, totting up the score sheets
| to see who our winners are, followed by a raffle and awards ceremony was
the highlight of the day and where most of our hard work pays off. Scott
' Norris presented the awards and the applauses for all entrants travelled

~ across the farm entrance, especially for the star of the day our under 26
~ entrant Jack, now the holder of our oldest EAS cup for 2023 who scored
only 6 points behind master, Ken Vince.

Paul Wylie walked away with a beaming smile and an armful of prizes and cups. Meanwhile, Peter Harrin
seemed lost for words at his win for the Roy Purkiss Cup for Class 3 and Martin Edwards beat his son to it for
the class 5 Padfield Cup with a score of 108 points.

Next year we will be joining Greenstead Green’s Ploughing Match to help them celebrate their 70™ Anniversary
and we would love to see some of you there.

Jackie Hiskey, Secretary for County Ploughing Match.

Harvest Festival 24th September 2023

The 2023 Harvest Festival took place once again this year in the beautiful Chelmsford Cathedral. Unfortunately
our spiritual leader, and event organiser, Rev’d Canon Janet Nicholls DL was unable to be with us as she is
recovering from a recent operation — we all wish her a speedy and full recovery and we look forward to seeing
her around us again soon.

The event started with a flock of farm animals and a Barn Owl in flight down the aisle! This was followed by a
procession of produce donated by Essex Farmers and Young Farmers Clubs which is going to be used by Soul



Food for ingredients in their meals. Soul Food provides
free weekly meals as part of the Gateway Project from St
= Andrew’s Church in Halstead.

¥ of Colchester who gave a knowledgeable and sincere
~ sermon and Christie Willett, Chairman of Essex NFU who
* provided us with a lively and memorable harvest summary,
comparing the outcome with that of the England Cricket
Team this Summer!

Afterwards Strutt and Parker very kindly provided all pre-
8" sent with a cream tea and (alcoholic) refreshments. A
% combination which seemed to go down very well with all
those present!

b birketts

Next Level Law

Sowing the seeds
for your success

Discover an approach to law that's

Deputy Lieutenant Commissions

Lieutenancy of Essex

The Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst has more progressive, more proactive
appointed the following to be Deputy Lieutenants of and more pragmatic.
Essex. We'll help your agricultural
business to reach the next level.
Mrs Claire Dobie birketts.co.uk

Professor Timothy Edward Goocher OBE
The Reverand Canon Janet Elizabeth Nicholls

Mr Timothy Robert Stokes

Essex Schools Food and Farming Day 2024

We are excited to announce the date for the Essex Schools Food & Farming Day for next year. Please put
Tuesday 25" June 2024 in your diary as we will be in need of plenty of stewarding help as always to help
make the day happen! It is never too early to volunteer, so if you know you can make it, then please let us
know by completing the volunteer form on our website here https://www.essexag.co.uk/food-and-
farming-day-volunteer/.
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JOSEPH AND REBECCA FOSSETT
LIFE’S A CIRCUS

THURSDAY 2"° NOVEMBER 2023

7.00PM FOR 7.30PM

ESSEX YOUNG FARMERS CENTRE
WHITBREADS FARM LANE, LITTLE WALTHAM, CM3 3LQ

Animals have always been Joseph’s passion and he was a member of Britain’s oldest circus family
when Rebecca answered an ad in The Horse and Hound and arrived at the Circus to begin an ap-
prenticeship as a Lion Tamer!

In 2000 they started Joseph’s Amazing Camels and are the UK’s leading specialists in camels with
racing, polo, film and TV work. In 2021 the Fossett family opened Daisy’s Dromedairy, the UK’s first
Camel Dairy producing milk, chocolates and soap which they will bring along on the evening. Their
lives and experiences are extraordinary and entertaining.

Kindly Sponsored by:
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The evening will commence at 7.00 p.m. with a drinks reception followed by the talk at 7.30 p.m. There will be
plenty of time afterwards for you to chat with friends and enjoy a coffee or tea.

Tickets are priced at £15.50 per head
Bookings can be made thought the website using the link Events — Essex Agricultural Society



https://www.essexag.co.uk/events/

JOIN US FOR AN
Essex Farming
Get Together

Join us for an evening of local food and drink at
the stunning Galleywood Vineyard and Winery.

ENsors

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Helping you manage,
This is a free gathering for all.involved in f{arming protect ad nd Sha pe
and their partners to eat, drink and chat in the . .

your financial future

relaxed surroundings of the winery hall.
After supper, we will be entertained by the very Our farming experts will give you dedicated, sector-specific
e amusing John Ryan advice and a tailored service to help your farm and business
thrive now and into your succession plans.
MR Thursday 9th November | 6 pm {77
8

01284 722300 ensors.co.uk

Galleywood Vineyard & Winery
The Chase, Brook Lane,
Galleywood, CM2 8FY

RSVP: christyparklands@aol.com
or 07775510740
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GIFT FAIR 9

Wednesday
11th October 2023

B 10am - 3pm
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50% MORE COMMERCIAL SPACE. Jfteihin o <

day of shopping
We know your rights when it comes to permitted

development on your farm. So trust that we can bolster
your farm business income by getting you planning for up
to 50% more space on your existing commercial lets. £5 entrance includes coftee and biscuits,
light lunches also served.

With new stallholders each year, the Essex Gift Fair
offers a varied range of bespoke gifts. ‘

We've got the know-how & who to make your journey to a
more lucrative commercial income smooth & quick.

28 DA SUBMISSION FOR PERMITTED
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS

Registered Charity 236033

CONTACT US
SEND US AN EMAIL GIVE US A CALL VISIT THE WEBSITE
% OFFICE@FOXESRURAL.CO.UK & 01206481981 () FOXESRURAL.CO.UK



