
 

Air Ambulance 

 

We had a very informative visit to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance Trust (EHAAT) on 
16th November.  We learnt that there are two airbases in Essex at North Weald 
and Earls Colne which serve the whole of Essex and Herts and sometimes beyond. 
They have an informal agreement with the other counties to help out where they 
can which is reassuring 
to hear if for example 
you are driving up to 
Norfolk or into Lon-
don and need their 
help. There are a cou-
ple of common misun-
derstandings which 
are 1) they are not 
funded by the NHS 
and 2) they are not 
really an ambulance in 
the road ambulance sense but they are really flying doctors service as they fly the 
doctors and medical equipment out to the scene of the accident so you can be 
treated as quickly as possible.  Only about 15-20% of patients are airlifted to        
hospital with the majority being treated on site and then taken by a road            
ambulance. The helicopters fly at 140 mph at 1000 feet (normal flying height) and 
they are made in Italy. Helicopters can fly during the day and they have Rapid    
Response Vehicles (RRVs) allowing the highly skilled critical care team to provide 
medical service during the night and in bad weather. 

EHAAT provide a wonderful life saving service to the people of Essex and          
Hertfordshire. It costs on average £2,200 per mission and £750,000 per month. 

EHAAT is funded by the National Lottery and the generosity and goodwill of     
people and businesses in Essex and Herts to keep both their helicopters flying and 
RRVs on the road. 

If you would like to make a donation please visit their website here https://
ehaat.org/donation/ 

 

Life’s a Circus 

 

The Society was very fortunate to have Joseph and Rebecca Fossett come and 
speak to us about their camels on 2nd November.   The country was under a  
yellow weather warning from Storm Ciaran but they were both determined to 
drive across from North Cotswolds and honour the engagement.  
 
Over 80 members responded with equal enthusiasm, ignoring the storm      
blowing outside, driving to the YFC Centre to listen and learn.  

Welcome to the Essex Agricultural Society Newsletter 
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13th March  Claydon Drill  -            
        Postponed to November 
 
19th April  Quiz Night 
 
10th May  An Evening with               
          Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe 
 
5th June                    Visit to Pumphouse       
          Brewery 
 
23rd June  Presidents Garden Party 
 
25th June   Essex Schools Fooda and      
  Farming Day 
 
26th &27th June      County Farms Competition 
 
8th July           Farm Walk   -  Provisional 
 

For more information please visit our 

website                      

www.essexag.co.uk 
‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex 
Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’ 

2024 Diary Dates 

https://ehaat.org/donation/
https://ehaat.org/donation/
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Flicking through many old photos the duo explained to us how animals have always been Joseph’s passion 
since he was a member of Britain’s oldest circus family.  Rebecca arrived at the Circus after answering an ad in 
The Horse and Hound…. to begin an apprenticeship as a Lion Tamer!  They ended up getting married! 
 
They were an excellent partnership talking through the pictures recounting many stories. If Joseph was ever 
tempted to go off script, Rebecca soon ‘tamed’ him, ensuring the presentation went according to plan —  
having the entire audience in stitches on many occasions!  

 

In 2000 they started Joseph’s Amazing Camels 
and are the UK’s leading specialists in camels with 
racing, polo, film and TV work. In 2021 the Fossett 
family opened Daisy’s Dromedairy, the UK’s first 
Camel Dairy, selling at up to £12.00 per pint.  
 
Their lives and experiences are extraordinary and 
entertaining. They are now the only camel       
farmers in the UK and Joseph really is the font of 
all knowledge.  
 
Thank you to our sponsors Hawkspur and Virgin 
Money and Rosemary Alexander who continues 
to do the most amazing job arranging our very 
varied and fascinating programme of events.  
 

Marriages Tour 

On Thursday 18th January 16 of our membership were lucky enough to tour Marriages the Master Millers in 
Chelmsford located between the train tracks and the Chelmer River just north of the City centre.  Fighting the 
rush hour traffic and the stream of Marriages lorries patiently weaving their way out of the congestion and 
onwards to the expectant customers, we arrived for 9:45am. 

James kindly welcomed us along with his colleagues, Morwenna and Colin.  Sat in the board room, watched 
by generations of Marriages through portraits hanging from the walls, James walked us through the business 
history.  He noted his reluctance to join the portraits on the wall, as the family prerequisite to gain this        
notoriety, was the need to have passed away.  

Marriages is a mix of traditional and state of the art was the message received.  A master miller dedicated to 
buying locally and working with Essex farmers.  This was very much seen in action as we then toured the site.   

From the old wooden door through which we started the mill tour, which was opened by a key fob and an 
electronic beep of acceptance, to a layered mill with each floor holding wonderous machinery.  From the   
colour sorting state of the art machinery checking on grain quality, unbelievably this machine looks at each 
grain as it passes through via an array of LED lighting and rejects individual grains which do not meet spec.  
We then progressed to a gravity defying sorting machine that floated grain uphill whilst any stones ran back 
downhill for rejection.  The third floor held Alice in Wonderland sieving machinery, floating on bamboo canes, 
each 10 tonnes in weight, and shaking like they’d seen banshees.  Each sieving, accepting, or sorting for          
re-grind 7 ton per hour. 

An incredible set-up and immaculately clean and efficient.  The state-of-the-art bagging process was           
wonderful to see.  An endless stream of flour bags being filled, metal detected, labelled and robotically       
palleted.  Lab technicians testing samples of grains and finished products to ensure the quality remains high.  
We concluded seeing a local farmer with tractor and trailer tipping his grain in the reception pit. 

As James said, a mix of traditional and state of the art production buying locally and working with Essex    
farmers.  If you haven’t spoken recently with Marriages, I recommend giving them a call. 

Thank you to James, Morwenna and Colin for hosting and all those who attended. 
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Peter Craven  - How to Progress a Family Farming Business from Good to Great 

The Young Farmers Centre was full to hear Nuffield Scholar Peter give a very enlightening and thought     

provoking talk about his Nuffield Study Tour, which he 

presented at the 2023 Nuffield Conference.  He started 

off by saying one of his year scholars is the 1000th to 

have completed a Scholarship, and gave an insight 

into how William Morris (Lord Nuffield) started it in 

1947 along side his Medical Foundation recognising 

the link between health and good agricultural         

practice. 

 

Peter travelled extensively spending a lot of time in 

New Zealand and ended up having spent time with 

around one hundred family businesses around the 

world, not only in farming but many enterprises. 

It very quickly became apparent that WHEN YOU HAVE SEEN ONE FAMILY BUSINESS, YOU HAVE SEEN ONE 

FAMILY BUSINESS, they are all individual. The  principles of greatness demonstrated by the families he met 

 

1 Vision and purpose.                                 7 Customer centred approach 

2 Leadership and culture.                         8 Financial management 

3 Strategic planning.                                 9 Sustainability and environmental responsibility 

4 Continuous learning.                             10 Collaboration and networking 

5 Operational excellence.                        11 Adaptability 

6 Innovation and diversification 

 

The journey from good to great is a continuous process that requires dedication, hard work and a              

commitment to improvement. 

 

Why now? 

When profitability is high family relationships are easier, but with the loss of subsidies the pressure on family 

relationships will be greater. But working together farming families can use their collective expertise and 

support each other, and Peter believes that family harmony will play a vital role in the future of UK              

agriculture. 

Family Charter 

Many of the most successful businesses have a Charter put together by themselves, which is a tool used to 

provide a structured framework to navigate conflicts , clarify roles and sustain harmony. It can be summed 

up, we want our family to be happy, get along and do well.  

 

Peter finished off by answering a great number of questions. 

This is only a brief insight into Peter’s  subject and I would urge you to visit Peter Craven Nuffield Scholar to 

read the full version of his report. 

 

Thank you to our Sponsors Framfarmers and Howie, Kent & Co. 



ESSEX SCHOOL CHILDREN NEED YOU!! 

 

Essex Schools Food and Farming Day 

Tuesday 25th June 2024 

 

Our 2024 event will be a LIVE show day as we are traditionally used to, so we need your help!  As in previous years 3000 

school children visit Writtle University College to discover how their food gets from Field to Fork.   

The Schools are escorted by a Farmer steward and we need 140 for 3 shift times as below, we would love it if you could 

help. 

Shift 1 Arriving at Writtle 9.15 and depart 13.15 

Shift 2 Arriving at Writtle 9.45 and depart at 13.45 

Shift 3 Arriving at Writtle 10.30 and depart at 14.30 

 

The role is great fun. 

 Guide a group of school pupils and their teachers around the event (you will be given a timetable) 

 Answer any general simple questions about food and farming from the pupils 

 Please note the school is responsible for the Children at all times 

If you are willing to volunteer or know of others who might be interested in helping us please contact Heather Tarrant at 
secretary@essexag.co.uk or on  01245 424113 Alternatively you can sign up via the website using the following link 

 

Food and Farming Day – Volunteer – Essex Agricultural Society  

mailto:heather.tarrant@writtle.ac.uk
https://www.essexag.co.uk/food-and-farming-day-volunteer/



