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2025 Diary Dates

16th January

29th January

28th February

2nd May

18th May

6th June

2025

Plough Sunday - Thaxted
Church

Adam Frost at
ARU Writtle

Wicks Manor - Members
Visit

Cheese and Wine Tasting
Wickham Bishops Village
Hall

Essex Young Farmers
Show

Clay Pidgeon Shoot -
Birch Park

For more information please visit our website

www.essexag.co.uk

Welcome to the Essex Agricultural Society Newsletter

TOM BRADSHAW

On 7" November, just after the disastrous Budget the Essex
Agricultural Society managed to secure the agricultural speaker of the
moment, the President of the NFU, Tom Bradshaw. Fergus Howie
welcomed Tom to the Young Farmers’ Centre in front of a sell out
crowd.

The title of the talk was “Where do Food & Farming fit within the new
Government?”. Tom reminded us of the Labour manifesto pledge that
“food security is national security”. Despite this and other promises
not to change Agricultural Property Relief (APR), the Government has
unexpectedly done just that in
the Budget to the dismay of the
farming community.
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Tom explained that his role
within the NFU was to meet/R
with Government and to work
with them to overturn the
changes to APR and to improve
environmental schemes. He said |
that there had been no prior!(
consultation, and he felt that the
changes to APR and BPS (Basic
Payment Scheme) in particular
had not been thought through.
The Government is apparently
surprised by the  anger
expressed by the farming
community. Tom pointed out that elderly farmers had gone to bed the
night the before the Budget safe in the knowledge that they had done
the right thing by holding onto their farms and by lunchtime the next
day, they realised that they should have in fact given them away seven
years ago.

The floor was then opened to questions. There was a lot of bad feeling
in the room, everyone feels very betrayed by the Government and is

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex
Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’



angry and Tom answered our questions in a constructive and
knowledgeable manner. He reminded us that farmers in other parts of the
country might be hit even harder than us here in Essex.

Our President Elect, Robert McGowan gave the vote of thanks highlighting
how well the NFU manages to bring a disparate group of farmers together
and thanking Tom for his energy and depth of knowledge that he brings to
his role and to our meeting.

Pumphouse Brewery, Toppersfield

Pumphouse Brewery is an education in how a community spirit can
become a tangible thing that binds a village together.

Alan Collard as Director of the Brewery, and the major inspiration in its
. development, has initiated not only the Brewery for the village, but also
)’%), the Community Shop next door.

%, The local community run the shop with Alan and his young Head Brewer
Aaron Osbourne managing the Brewery.

This makes Topperfield a unique village with every opportunity for residents to feel part of the fabric
of the village.

They make fantastic hand crafted traditional ales. After the talk and visit to the Brewery and Village
Shop we tasted the wares, Allied Amber, Pale October, and Toppersfield Black were some of the
favourites.

It was a wonderful day out and we wish the Pumphouse Brewery every success.

Essex County Harvest Festival 2024

Once again, it was a delight to welcome numerous Essex Agricultural Society members to
Chelmsford Cathedral to give thanks for the 2024 harvest. To the great credit of our farmers, the
service was a wonderful celebration of the food produced on Essex farms, despite the challenging
sowing and growing season.

In recognition of everyone involved in the field-to-fork process, we affirmed the pivotal contribution
of our local millers. The service included an interview with EAS member, James Marriage, and gave
us the opportunity to congratulate Marriage’s Millers on their bicentenary.

I

And with further recognition in mind, it was a
great pleasure to provide the High Sheriff of
Essex with the opportunity to present another
EAS member, Peter Hickling, with a High Sheriff’s
Award for his outstanding contribution to the
Essex branch of R.A.B.l. for 30 years. Thank you
and congratulations Peter!

| would like to extend my sincere thanks to our
chairman, Fergus Howie, for all he contributed to
the occasion. With Chelmsford Cathedral
bedecked with his 50 wheat sheaves and
numerous bales of straw no one was left in
doubt that the countryside had come to the city!
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Together with a tractor from Ernest Doe and produce from your farms, it
provided the perfect backdrop to our harvest thanksgiving. The produce was
greatly appreciated by the charity, Sanctus, which provides a daily cooked
meal for people who are homeless in Chelmsford.

w7y As the challenges in farming

"l harvest prayers of EAS
% member Fiona Ashworth,

® strength in the season ahead
of us. This report gives me
the opportunity to assure
every reader that your work
in producing our food is greatly appreciated and there are many of us who
continue to pray that hope and strength will be yours in the months ahead.

Revd Canon Janet Nicholls
jnicholls@chelmsford.anglican.org

LAYER MARNEY TOWER Members Visit, October 2024

Layer Marney’s most distinguished tour guide, Nicholas Charrington,
entertained EAS members with a backstage pass to his wonderful
Tudor Palace which was built as a statement house by Henry, 1st Lord |

Marney in the 1520’s. It has been a family home for over 500 years,
with the lovely Charrington family being the 11th.

The Marneys were following the example set by Henry VIII who |
believed a building should reflect the magnificence of its owner and
Henry Marney as Lord Privy Seal, Captain of the Bodyguard and
holder of many other influential positions intended to display his '
status - the higher you went in bricks, so did your status. The eight
storey Gatehouse at 80 feet is the tallest of its kind in Britain (taller [§
the Hampton Court) but the ambitious grand
plans and house were never fully realised as
Henry died in 1523 and his Son, John, died in 1525.

EAS Members were kept on their toes as Nicholas galloped up the Tower
o view a striking exhibition of 45 carved and painted heraldic crowns and
rests originally made for Knights of the Garter and then on to the roof to
- reveal one of the finest views from any building in Essex. With a hop and
~ skip, we were in the Marney Family’s place of worship, St Mary the Virgin,
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which features a large painting of St Christopher which probably dates to the late
15th century and then on to the Long Gallery and The Barn.

Layer Marney, set in 120 acres, is a thriving business, a huge asset to the tourism
economy of Essex and ever evolving to keep up with modern day life. The
magnificent 13th century timbers used to build the barn were highly likely
reclaimed from the original Manor House which predated the Tower. Layer
Marney seems to have it all - an historic tourist attraction, wedding, conference
and events venue, film set, BBC recording studio AND family home.

. EAS would like to extend a huge thank you to both Shelia and Nick for their

J)J

> hospitality and an inspirational visit.

CLAYDON DRILL - November

We had a very interesting and thought provoking visit to Claydon Drills at Wickhambrook, hosted by
Company CEO Jeff Claydon. He told us how the Company started in 1980 when he invented the
Yield-O-Meter for on combine yield monitoring and designed his first direct drill in 2002. The Company

has expanded rapidly since then and his two Sons are now very involved and driving the business
forward. Claydon now also make machines complimentary to direct drilling, straw harrows, light
rotary cultivators(Terrastar),inter row hoes(Terrablade) and will be launching a new mole plough at
Lamma. Their machines are sold in 30 countries around the world through a Dealer net work and in
total there are 75 full time employees on the books covering all tasks from fabrication to sales.
Following a tour of the very impressive manufacturing facilities we then were taken on a farm tour
and could not help being impressed by the structure and number of worms after 20+years of direct
drilling on very heavy Suffolk bolder clay.

GEORGE BROWN’S DUNMOW - Members’ Visit - December

A group of members gathered, by kind invitation of Steve Brown, sixth generation Managing Director
of George Browns Ltd, to be shown around their Dunmow groundcare and agricultural machinery
dealership which opened in 2014.



The Company has been in existence since 1830 and the 194 year rich history
started from Mr George Brown’s Blacksmith shop in Leighton Buzzard, the
town where their Headquarters still are today and like many other long -
established machinery dealers they started by making, mending and selling
basic horse drawn
farm equipment like
rakes and harrows.
They then moved into
retailing  machinery
§ and have held various
franchises over the
decades including
David Brown, Mitsubishi, Massey Fergu-
 son, Stihl and Valera.

y1 In 1976 they were appointed Kubota
Dealers and since then this franchise
“ has proved the backbone of the Compa-
ny. Although Kubota specialised in smallholder tractors over the years, they now manufacture a
full range of agricultural machinery and tractors up to 170hp.

Steve Brown told us how the Company has evolved over the years following trends in agriculture
and groundcare to expand to the 4 branches they now have, serving an area from the East Coast

to the Cotswolds and London to Birmingham.

We had a most informative and enjoyable evening.

PLOUGH SUNDAY 2025

H SUNDAY

Everyone welcome!

All are invited to the Plough Sunday service at Thaxted Church on
Sunday 12th January 2025 at 11.00am.

During this time of challenge and upheaval in the agricultural |
industry, this special service is provided to support and affirm
everyone who works with the land. f

The service is followed by Morris Dancing and refreshments in
the churchyard. p he Church of England

Essex and East London

Diocese of Chelmsford

Everyone welcome.

A special service to support all who work

For more information please contact Essex Agricultural Chaplain, with shellahd. followed by MorisiDanang;

and refreshments in the churchyard

Revd Canon Janet Nicholls TR R

jnicholls@chelmsford.anglican.org o
THAXTED PARISH CHURCH




PRESIDENT’S AWARD CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

The EAS present annually “The President’s Award” which from 2025 will be
presented to a dynamic entrepreneurial person in the County at the Essex
Young Farmers Show. Essex Agricultural Society’s aim is to recognise the
achievement of an Essex individual under the age of 40 in pursuing a Rural
business or adding value to an existing Rural Business over and above a
normal farming activity. Ideally any activity should be raising the profile of
Essex Rural Community.

We are calling for nominations for 2025 to go before the Council on 31st
March. If youwishto nominate anyone please use the following link to

the website

President’s Award — Essex Agricultural Society where you can nominate or download the form.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR LONG SERVICE NOMINEES

Many of you must have employees who are deserving of this award having given over 20 years
service to your business

Long Service Awards are considered for agricultural workers who have remained in the same
employment for a minimum of twenty years. Our awards will also include personnel who have
worked within the wider industry such as Essex based Agricultural Companies, ARU Writtle, Essex
based Contracting Firms. Recognition should be considered for those employees, together with
encouragement and support from their employer, who have become highly skilled operators and
trusted members of an increasingly technical team. Undoubtedly many of these personnel will be
well known within the farming community. Nominations will only be considered from members of
the EAS.

The Society will be making the Awards at The Essex Young Farmers Show in 2025 and providing all
those nominees with TWO tickets to enjoy the Show as well as attend the Presentation.

Nominate them today using the link below for the nomination form.

Long Service Award — Essex Agricultural Society


https://www.essexag.co.uk/presidents-award/
https://www.essexag.co.uk/long-service-award/

AN EVENING WITH ADAM FROST
BBC Gardeners’ World Presenter, Award-winning British Garden Designer
WEDNESDAY 29™ JANUARY 2025

7.00PM FOR 7.30PM
NORTHUMBERLAND THEATRE, ARU WRITTLE, CM1 3RR

Adam will tell us how plants have shaped his life and the inspiration he has found through a life in the
garden with stories of his trips and experiences around the world and how gardening is fundamental to
his sense of well-being and family.

Hear his anecdotes and reflections, explore the creative act of putting a garden together and then put
your questions to Adam.

Kindly Sponsored by:

We are W Tees

barleylands

Tickets are priced at £19.50 per head for members of the EAS or
£22.50 per head for non members.
For tickets please use the link Events — Essex Agricultural Society or scan the QR code below
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Creating lasting value
within our communities

Our commitment to the local community is at the heart of
what we do. We actively contribute to local initiatives that
create a lasting impact.

Visit our community page for updates

and to discover more
www.birkettlong.co.uk/community

74 BirkettLong

Authorised and requlated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority No: 488404

Valuations / 4
Landlord and Tenant

MARRIAGE?®S

PEF ol S THE MASTER MILLERS

Commercial Agency

Buying milling wheat locally,
working closely with growers

Call James Marriage

25 High Street

Brentwood 0 1 245 3 54455

01 277 201 300 Essex CM14 4RG

. Chelmer Mills, Chelmsford
({9 RICS

FARMERS "ugys

GRF AY RATISH FIANS RS OO OPFS

Save your business
time and money with a
Fram Farmers Membership

S Supporting over 1,500 farming
m businesses across the UK

Email: membership@framfarmers.co.uk Tel: 01728 727700




| PLANNING
PERM'SS'ON Smarter, More Efficient

Legal Services

Award winning Legal Services across
Essex for over 130 years
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'QE TOLHURST
FISHER
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" info@tolhurstfisher.com
g 7 01702 352511 | 01245495111
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