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Cheese & Wine Evening 
 
160 Members and Guests attended the Cheese and Wine Evening held on Friday, 
2nd May at Wickham Bishops Village Hall. 
 
Thank you to Birketts LLP and Hawkspur our generous Sponsors of the Evening. 
 

The wines sampled and 
showcased during the     
evening were a 2023 Bacchus 
from Tuffon Hall Vineyard, 
Halstead  presented by Leen 
Van Dem Eader, Clayhill  
Vineyard, Latchingdon Rose   
presented by Dale Symons 
and from New Hall Vineyard,  
Purleigh their 2022 Pinot Noir 
Precoce presented by Ollie. 

 
Members and Guests enjoyed 
platters of some fantastic local 
produce including Smoked  
Salmon from Lambton &       
Jackson, Wicks Manor Ham, Bar-
on Bigod Cheese from Suffolk 
and Temprd Chocolates. 
 
During the evening a Heads and 
Tails round was held which raised £720 for the Essex Agricultural Community 
Fund to support transport for children to Essex Schools Day and to provide a 
Bursary for an Essex Agricultural Society Award for an Agricultural Education.  
The winner of the Heads and Tails received a Tour and Wine Tasting Evening at 
Clayhill Vineyard kindly donated by Dale Symons. 
 
The evening was most enjoyable and a great success. 
 
 

WOMEN’S LAND ARMY VOLUNTEER, AGED 99, OPENS WW2 
FARMING EXHIBITION  AS SPECIAL GUESTS REFLECT ON FOOD 
SECURITY 
 
Spritely Land Army Girl Eileen Webster, who will be 100 in August, was the 
guest of honour at the opening of an exhibition about wartime farming at Stow 
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2025 

28th September  Harvest Festival 3.30pm  
         Chelmsford Cathedral 
 
17th October Jane Clarke                              
         The History, Tradition & 
         Fairytales of the Grand 
         National -Talk                  
         Ingatestone Hall 
 
27th November Talk– Oli Fletcher Essex   
  YFC 
 
1st May 2026 Quiz Night  
  Wickham Bishops       
         Village Hall 
 
 

For more information please visit our website                      

www.essexag.co.uk 

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex 
Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’ 

2025-26 Diary Dates 
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Maries Great War Aerodrome in Essex. Eileen cut the ribbon on Friday 23 May at Feeding the Nation: Fighting 
Without Flying the latest exhibition at the Museum, the world’s largest surviving World War One aerodrome.  
 
Special guests spoke of the vital importance of farming. Guest curator, historian Stephen Nunn, said: “In this, 
the 80th anniversary of the ending of World War Two, we reflect on how places like this literally fed the       
nation. In many ways this story of agricultural challenges during 1939 to 1945 has some resonance with 2025. 
Do we really value UK farming as much as we undoubtedly should? Do we buy British, or do we rely too much 
on imports? And what would the support from America look like today if we had a national food crisis?”  

 
Robert McGowan, president of the Essex 
Agricultural Society, said: “It means a great 
deal to see this vital part of our national story 
given the recognition it truly deserves. There 
are unsettling echoes of that wartime period. 
Once again, we see a war in Europe, this time 
between Russia and Ukraine; a sense that 
America feels just a bit too far away 
(although,    given the latest from Donald 
Trump, that may be a moot point!); and, 
once again, a heavy reliance in the UK on  
imported food. Back in the 1930s, cheap food 
imports drove an agricultural depression,     
severely undercutting British farmers. So, 
when war broke out, the nation was           
unprepared – UK agriculture simply wasn’t in 
a fit state to feed its people, and sadly we’ve 
come full circle. The fear of rationing may 
feel like something from an old black-and-
white film, but the lessons are very much in 
full colour today. We must value our farmers 

and our food production, or we’ll be digging for more than just victory. This exhibition is not only fascinating, 
but also deeply relevant to the challenges we face today.”  
 
John Aldridge, Curatorial Trustee and Vice-Chairman of Trustees at Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome,  
added: “The exhibition is a reminder of how much we rely on our farming industry and how crucial it is in 
times of war. With Robert McGowan President of the Essex Agricultural Society and in the presence of the 
Lord Lieutenant Mrs Jennifer Tolhurst we really are thrilled that Eileen Webster, a WW2 land girl, was able to 
open this exhibition.”  
 
Eileen Webster joined the Women’s Land Army at 17 and was stationed in Essex. She said: “My brothers went 
in the Royal Marines and the RAF, so I said that I was going to join up too. Most of the time it was good – 
there was 10 of us girls living together during the week and we were good support for each other. We were 
fed very well, but we worked long hours. The worst job was top-and-tailing sugar beet; it was so cold that I 
couldn’t feel my hands and I was always scared of chopping a finger off! It was exciting to drive a tractor, 
there weren’t many about.” 
                                                                                 
The Museum, at Hackman’s Lane, Purleigh CM3 6RN, is open on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 10am to 
4pm, with all proceeds funding the ongoing work to preserve and protect Stow Maries Great War Aerodrome 
and support its battle for survival. www.stowmaries.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stowmaries.org.uk
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Essex Young Farmer Show 

A Celebration of Enterprise: The 2025 Essex Agricultural Society President’s Award 

The Essex Agricultural Society’s President’s Award returned this year with a particularly strong field of      
candidates. Designed to recognize the most entrepreneurial young individual connected to Essex’s             
agricultural community, the award continues to highlight those who create opportunity, and build              
sustainable success in a challenging sector. 
This year’s award was judged by Robert McGowan, President of the Essex Agricultural Society, alongside 
fellow judge Paul Tallowin. Essex NFU Trust very generously sponsored the prizes with £500 going to the 
winner and £125 to each of the runners up. 
 
Mr. McGowan reflected on the judging experience saying that:  “Meeting the candidates was a genuine high-
light. It was inspiring to see the energy, ambition, and originality these young entrepreneurs are bringing to Es-
sex agriculture.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Finalists 
After a highly competitive selection process, the judging panel narrowed the field to an outstanding group 
of finalists: 

•  Ellena Benton –  for managing to build and develop a high quality farm shop supplying a range of       
produce including home produced foods alongside a popular café, and farm events business 

• Tom Carr – Starting at just 17 years old Tom has built a highly successful and reliable baling business with 
exact knowledge of all his costs 

• Toby and Oliver Finnis – Brothers Toby and Oliver keen to develop alternative businesses running        
simulated clay days and gourmet catering events alongside their main farming business. 

• Toby Holland and Will D’Angibeau  for not only running their highly successful simulated clay shoots but 
developing a main stream clay pigeon factory specialising in biodegradable clays. 

• George Padfield – Starting with just 4 sheep George has managed through careful breeding to develop a 
flock of 150 ewes producing high quality lambs whilst keeping a careful eye on his costs. 
 
Each finalist brought a unique vision and skill set, reflecting the evolving nature of farming and rural enter-
prise in Essex. 
 
The overall winner was Ellena Benton who with huge amounts of energy and drive has developed Green 
Barn Farm Shop, Café and Events Business into a highly successful venture. 
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Once again a thank you to the NFU Essex Charitable Trust and to Wilkin and Sons of Tiptree for their generous 
donations and discounts that made for lovely locally produced gift hampers given to each of the finalists. 

 

 Long Service Awards 
 
Twelve members of the    Essex 
farming community were     
presented with Long Service 
Awards by Jennifer Tolhurst, 
His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant 
of Essex at the Essex Young 
Farmers’ Show on 18th May.  
They had all been nominated 
by their   employer to recognise 
their service of up to 50 years! 

EAS Chairman, Fergus Howie 
announced the award winners 
who were: Robert Harvey 
(William Proctor Ltd), Neil   
Bayford (GW Balaam & Son), 
Rod Brett (RC Boreham),   
Johnny Mixture (RC Boreham), 
Stuart Kreetzer (RC Boreham) 
Vince Goodwin (S&J Padfield & Partners),  Tony Everard (S&J Padfield & Partners),  Oliver Bland (Frontier),  
Karen Dods (S&J Padfield & Partners), Ben Goddard (GW Balaam & Son), Ian Collar (RC Boreham) and Ben 
Brett (RC Boreham). 

Each recipient received an engraved glass award and a bag filled with goodies kindly sponsored by Wilkin & 
Sons Ltd of Tiptree.  

Thank you to all the recipients on behalf of the Essex farming community, your contribution to the agricultural 
industry is really appreciated.  

If you are a member of EAS and you wish to nominate someone for a Long Service Award (over 20 years of 

service) next year, please email secretary@essexag.co.uk 

Young Farmers’ Show School Competition 

For the 4th year now, we held a competition open to all primary schools across Essex, not only the ones joining 
us at the Essex Schools Food & Farming Day in June. This year we invited them to get creative and design and 
make a piece of fam machinery, using recyclable materials as part of our Engineering Challenge. This task fits 
nicely with our new STEM Zone at the Food & Farming Day. Combining the creative with the education on lots 
of STEM based topics, and we had an incredible number of applications.  

We invited the top 3 school entries to join us at the Essex Young Farmers Show, who were Widford Lodge, All 
Saints Primary (Great Oakley) and 
Fairhouse Primary. All of the entries 
were on display and the winners were 
announced and given the amazing 
prize of a free class visit to               
Barleylands to take part in their KS2 
Field to Fork Day. Barleylands very 
kindly sponsored this years            
competition.  

 



5 

 

President’s Garden Party 

Thank you to Robert and Elaine McGowan  for hosting the President’s Garden Party on a   hot evening in 
June.  Over 170 EAS    members arrived at Hatfield Regis Grange Farm, drinks and canapés were served in 
abundance throughout.   

Our President called us all to order to thank  everyone for attending  

There was a real buzz throughout the evening as everybody was busy chatting – our hosts were most gen-
erous allowing the conversations to continue late into the evening.   The Society would like to thank Rob-
ert and Elaine for their tremendous support of EAS during the past year— it has been much appreciated 
by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESFFD 
 
On Tuesday 24th June, over 3,000 KS2 primary children from 72 schools across Essex attended the Essex 
Schools Food & Farming Day, held at ARU Writtle. The weather was on our side, and the children had so 
much fun, soaking up lots of fun facts from the interactive exhibitors across our 6 main zones. Our official 
new 6th zone this year, the Rural Safety & STEM zone worked incredibly well with lots of positive feedback 
from schools already. We had lots of interactive exhibitors in this zone including UK Power Networks, 
CNH, Museum of Power, Essex Police Rural team, Essex Fire & Rescue and Essex & Herts Air Ambulance 
Trust. 

As always our Scarecrow Competition was extremely well supported, with some fantastic entries follow-
ing this years theme of ‘Farming in the Future’. Thank you to Julia & Guy Smith from Blue Garden Café for 
once again sponsoring this popular event. The lucky winner was Ursuline Preparatory School, with Queen 
Boudica Primary School 2nd and Shorefields School in 3rd place. 

We are extremely grateful to all the Farmer Stewards who so kindly gave up their time to help guide all 
the schools round and keep them to time, it really is appreciated by us and the schools! 

Here are a selection of photos from the day.  
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FARMS COMPETITION 
 
The Essex County Farms Competition was held on Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th June with Judges com-
ing from Kent. 
 
The results of the competition are: 
 
Farms over 300 ha  

• 1st Allens Farm Partners, Tye Road, Elmstead Market, Colchester  
• 2nd PJ Stacey & Son, Tinsleys Farm, West Hanningfield  
• 3rd E & BR Cowell, Lunendales Farm, Southminster  
• Conservation Award: R McGowan Ltd  
• Diversification Award: Allens Farm Partners  
• Best Crop of Wheat: PJ Stacey & Son  

 

Farms under 300 ha  

• 1st AG & JT Partridge, Gate Farm, Steeple, Southminster  
• 2nd Tabor Farms Ltd, Holly Lodge Farm, Lawford, Manningtree  
• 3rd AE Hockley & Son, Friars Farm, Hatfield Heath, B Stortford  
• Conservation Award: AG & JT Partridge  
• Diversification Award: Gardners, Marsh Farm, Vange 
•  Best Crop of Wheat: AE Hockley & Son 

FARM WALK 

Winners of the Essex County Farms Competition over 300 ha Class, Will & Charlie Lahore & David Hunter,   
welcomed approx. 120 people for the County Farm Walk on Tuesday 8th July at Allens Farm, Elmstead       
Market. 

We were given a tractor & trailer ride around the immediate crops then back to the farm yard through the 
grading lines and past the AD plant.  An interesting point gleamed from David was that only half the cost to 
produce the onions was incurred up till harvesting; the other 50% was in drying and storage costs – which 
was where their AD plant and solar production stepped in. 

Once back in the yard we were kindly provided with Ragmarsh Burgers and cold drinks, which gave us a 
chance to look at their impressive machinery, along with a huge Essex map showing all the outlying land 
farmed around the county.   This was then followed by the Awards Ceremony then home time.    
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