September 2025

Essex Schools Food and Farming Day 2026
Tuesday 23 June — ARU Writtle, Chelmsford

Information about Exhibiting

After another very successful event in 2025, we will be once again be hosting our live show day for the
Essex Schools Food & Farming Day. This interactive experience day has been running since 2008, and we
would be delighted if you could support this worthwhile event in 2026, to celebrate our 18" birthday!!

As in previous years, we will allocate places to 3,000 pupils aged 8 to 11 from Essex Primary Schools
(years 4, 5 & 6). This is an extremely popular event, now fixed on the school calendar and we are always
oversubscribed.

We will again be running it with six zones; Livestock, Crops, Machinery, Countryside & Environment, Food
and Rural Safety & STEM. Children and teachers will be escorted around the showground by a Farmer
Steward and will have 25 minutes to spend in each Zone.

Below are some bullet points to consider when planning your stand:
e Each school will keep moving round the Zone tent, so your presentation needs to be no longer than

4 minutes long

o 3 key messages for children to take away

o Make it interactive

e Some children enjoy a competitive element

o Make sure the children have engaged in the education element of your exhibit before handing any
goodies that you may have available!

¢ You may be communicating with a class of 30 children at one time so you need to consider how to
involve them all

e The schools are on staggered timetables, and once the event starts it is quite full on (in a great
way!) and so allocating a lunch break for exhibitors simply isn’'t possible. Please take this into
consideration in terms of your staffing levels.

Previous event footage can be viewed at https://www.essexag.co.uk/food-and-farming-day-about-2/

Please could you complete the booking form found on our website with your information and please return
it to Rebecca Halls at schoolsday@essexag.co.uk as soon as possible. We will acknowledge your booking
form within 10 days of receiving it.

The full Exhibitor Information Packs will be e-mailed out in May 2026.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

The generosity and time given by our exhibitors, farmer stewards and volunteers allows us to stage the
extremely beneficial educational event to Essex Schools, giving them the chance to learn more about the
origin of their food and the wonderful countryside around them. Your time and effort is greatly appreciated.
Yours sincerely

Rebecca Halls

Essex Schools Food & Farming Day, School Liaison & Event Organiser

Essex Agricultural Society
schoolsday@essexag.co.uk | www.essexag.co.uk




