
 

COLE’S PUDDINGS LTD 

On the 29th October, a small group of members enjoyed a visit to Cole’s     
Puddings at Great Chesterford kindly hosted by Mark Jackson MD and Paul 
Williams Head of Technical  &       
Operations.  Following a fascinating 
and extremely informative talk on 
the history and products over 
coffee we toured their surprisingly 
compact but state of the art factory 
and after watching the production 
lines (with tantalising smells!) and 
having our many questions           
answered we tasted Christmas puddings.   

 
Cole’s Puddings was founded in 1939 and has        
become one of the most respected pudding makers 
in the UK, skilled artisans upholding traditional 
methods and a hand-
crafted approach keeping 
part of British heritage 
alive.  They bake the bread 
for the breadcrumbs, use 
only the finest ingredients 
and the ‘essential’ alcohol 
content is sourced from 
British distilleries and each 

pudding is mixed in small batches and after            
traditional slow steaming for hours they are         
carefully matured.  They produce classic Christmas puddings, a range of alter-
natives and have also revived the classic British Steamed Pudding. 

 
Cole’s also produces private label puddings for businesses (whose names we 
cannot disclose!) and has an in house design team which offers full artwork 
and produces some amazing packaging which we viewed.  Our thanks to Mark 
and Paul (and their staff) for an exceptionally interesting and enjoyable visit. 
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2026 

11th January  Plough Sunday  - Thaxted  
         Church     

29th January        Richard Negus at   
         Rivenhall Oaks 
 
1st  May  Quiz Night  
         Wickham Bishops Village         
        Hall 
 
17th May  Essex Young Farmers  
         Show 
 
23rd June   Essex Schools Food and 
         Farming Day 
 

For more information please visit our website                      

www.essexag.co.uk 

‘The Essex Agricultural Society aims to promote Essex 
Agriculture and Education in the Countryside’ 

2026 Diary Dates 
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MORE THAN JUST A RACE 

On the 17th October, Members and guests were treated to an extremely            
interesting talk by Jane Clarke, Historian, Curator and 
Tour Guide of the Museum at Aintree Racecourse. 

An amazing lady who grew up in a “non horsey” family 
in Essex, Jane has become a living encyclopaedia on all 
things ‘Aintree’. She has attended every Grand         
National Race since 1973 and recounted, with an      
excellent presentation, many amusing anecdotes from 
her time at Aintree together with countless stories of 
particularly remarkable races and people. 

Jane told us the history of steeplechasing and how the 
Grand National started in 1823 with the first ever race 
aptly won by a horse called ‘Lottery’.  According to Jane 
it remains a total lottery to this day as no one can predict the events of a race 

which will affect the ultimate winner. 

The many stories recounted included the multiple wins of race legend Red Rum and the remarkable story of 
Aldaniti’s 1981 win when he had recovered from a career-threatening injury and his jockey Bob Champion (a 
past Ex. Ag. Society speaker) was recovering from cancer.   

Through her own persistence and determination Jane was fundamental in setting up the Aintree Museum 
and has collected over 2000 items of memorabilia including many Grand National winners trophies.  

It was a truly fascinating evening and Ingatestone Hall was a perfect venue for such a captivating and          
informative talk.  EAS are extremely grateful to Lord Petre for generously hosting the evening.  Our thanks 
also to the Sponsors - Reeman Dansie and House & Jackson. 

 

FARMING EXPLAINED 

On the 27th October at the Young Farmers’ Centre members of the EAS gathered to hear Oli Fletcher,         
renowned for his Farming Explained YouTube channel, deliver an     
insightful talk on the history and present state of UK agriculture.  An 
Oxford history graduate, Oli provided a very articulate and intelligent 
perspective on the various political and social ideologies that have 
affected the British Countryside and how recurring ideas throughout 
history continue to shape our lives today. 

It was fascinating to hear that there is scientific evidence showing that 
the decline in UK livestock with a corresponding reduction in methane 
emissions, is already contributing 
to a decrease in climate warming.  

If only this could be publicised more, that farming is part of the solution, 
not the problem. 

Oli believes that it is very special for “normal” people like our Essex   
farmers to own and farm the land versus the aristocracy and big corpora-
tions and this should be encouraged.  The government’s drive for GDP 
growth and reduction in the cost of living and resulting increase in food 
imports risk allowing big corporations to dominate land use for             
non-agricultural purposes like solar energy projects. 
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At the end of his talk Oli welcomed questions from the audience, the EAS responded 

accordingly and there were some thought provoking discussions, unlike at his earlier 

talk in Kent where apparently the audience had been stunned into silence. 

Our thanks to the Sponsors Fairfields Farm and Stud Farm Contracting. 

 

ENGLISH SPIRIT DISTILLERY 

We had a fantastic evening on Thursday 4th December tasting spirits and liqueurs at 
the English Spirit Distillery in Great Yeldham. 

Martin Crisp told us how the 
distillery was founded in 2011 by 
Oxford graduate Dr John   who 
had a passion for chemistry. 

 

Martin went on to explain how 
they process Vodka from sugar beet in the 200lt      
copper stills, which incidentally are the smallest       
commercially used pots in the world. 

They then use this vodka to process their gin via the 
addition of Juniper and other mystery ingredients that 
he wasn’t at liberty to divulge. 

                                        The distillation barn above. 

In 2012 Dr Walters distilled ‘old salt rum’ which went on to win an award for the world’s best rum that year 

In 2021 they opened a visitor centre in Treguddick, Cornwall, where they also vacuum extract the alcohol for 
those non alcoholic spirits they sell. 

Their focus is on producing exceptional quality spirits and liqueurs using local produce where possible, 
helped primarily by using the small stills, making the vodka base themselves and the careful attention they 
place on the removal of the ‘head’ and ‘tail’ distillate when extracting the 
‘heart’. 

The proof of success is in the 240 international and domestic awards that 
they’ve won in a short period of time. 

We thoroughly enjoyed the tasting after the factory tour. 

We tried 15 different spirits and liqueurs (I knew this after counting the     
plastic shot glasses and wondering how I was getting home)! 

The vast range of liquid products included chocolate chilli vodka, rums, 
Limongino Gin, brandy and many others. 

Martin also explained how these drinks can compliment certain foods, for 
example, Gin with Stilton Cheese, salmon fillets soaked in Rum and     
Limongino poured over lemon drizzle cake etc. 

A great evening was had by all, and I just hope everyone managed to get 
home safely afterwards. 

 

Tasting many of the products  



CRICKET DAY 

On 29th July, by kind invitation of Tees Law, 24 Members enjoyed day one of the Rothe-

say County Championship cricket game, Essex v Warwickshire, with hospitality through-

out the day at the iconic Ambassador Cruise Line Ground, Essex County Cricket Club, 

Chelmsford. 

 

Members made a charitable donation for each ticket raising  £1,680  which was split be-

tween Essex & Herts Air Ambulance and Essex Agricultural Society. 

 

The Society is most grateful to Tees Law for an exceptional day and the opportunity to 

support the charities. 

 

PLOUGH SUNDAY 2026 

All are invited to the Plough Sunday service at Thaxted Church on Sunday 11th January 2026 at 
11.00am. 

During this time of challenge and upheaval in the agricultural   industry, this special service is provid-
ed to support and affirm everyone who works with the land. 

The service is followed by Morris Dancing and refreshments in the churchyard. 

Everyone welcome. 

For more information please contact Essex Agricultural Chaplain, Revd Canon Janet Nicholls 

jnicholls@chelmsford.anglican.org 

PRESIDENT’S AWARD CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

 

The EAS present annually “The President’s Award” which from 2026 will be presented to a dynamic                
entrepreneurial person in the County at the Essex Young Farmers Show.    Essex Agricultural Society’s aim is to 
recognise the achievement of an Essex individual under the age of 40 in pursuing a Rural Business or adding 
value to an existing Rural Business over and above a   normal farming activity.  Ideally any activity should be 
raising the profile of Essex Rural Community. 

We are calling for nominations for 2026 to go before the Council on 31st March.   If you wish to nominate     
anyone please use the following link to the website  

President’s Award – Essex Agricultural Society  where you can nominate or download the form.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 Long Service Award Recipitents 

https://www.essexag.co.uk/presidents-award/


WE ARE LOOKING FOR LONG SERVICE NOMINEES 

Many of you must have employees who are deserving of this award having 
given over 20 years service to your business 

Long Service Awards are considered for agricultural workers who have           
remained in the same employment for a minimum of twenty years. Our awards 
will also include personnel who have worked within the wider industry such as 
Essex based Agricultural Companies, ARU Writtle, Essex based Contracting 
Firms. Recognition should be considered for those employees, together with   
encouragement and support from their employer, who have become highly 
skilled operators and trusted members of an increasingly technical team.       
Undoubtedly many of these personnel will be well known within the farming 
community.       Nominations will only be considered from members of the EAS. 

The Society will be making the Awards at The Essex Young Farmers Show in 2026 and providing 
all those nominees with TWO  tickets to enjoy the Show as well as attend the Presentation. 

Nominate them today using  the link below for the nomination form. 

Long Service Award – Essex Agricultural Society  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2025 Long Service Award recipitents 

https://www.essexag.co.uk/long-service-award/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               
 

Richard Negus 
 

Hedge Layer, Wildfowler, Conservationist and Author 
 

THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY 2026 

7.00PM FOR 7.30PM 

Rivenhall Oaks, Evans Way (Off Forest Road), Witham, CM8 2FX 

 

 

 

An exceptional evening - informative, interesting and entertaining with Richard, a former soldier and pro-
fessional horseman, now a hedge layer and conservationist who champions the people, wildlife and land-
scape of the countryside and is recognised as one of the country’s leading exponents and practitioners in 
hedgerow management and rejuvenation.  He lives in rural Suffolk and hosts possibly the best rural 
weekly podcast in the UK ‘Countryslide’ - covering life and work in the British countryside with a blend of 
humorous storytelling and current affairs. 

 

His acclaimed book ‘Words From the Hedge’ will be available to buy on the evening 

 

Kindly Sponsored by: 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

                                                                                        

The evening will commence at 7.00 p.m. with a drinks reception followed by the talk at 7.30 p.m.  There will be plen-
ty of time afterwards for you to chat with friends and enjoy a coffee or tea.   

 

Tickets are priced at £18 per head for members of the EAS or £21 per head for non members. 

For tickets, please use the link Events – Essex Agricultural Society 
 

https://www.essexag.co.uk/events/



